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KIST   Learning for Life   KIST   Learning for Life   KIST   Learning for Life 

The plum trees in the school grounds have started to blossom, and although it 
is still a little cold, it is beginning to feel like spring is in the air. There are only 2 
months left until the Grade 12 DP final examinations and I wish all our 
students the best. 

 
As we continue working towards raising the level of education at KIST in order 
to reach our schoolôs mission, we are currently planning a number of new 
initiatives for the upcoming school year; one of which is to raise the level of 
English and mathematics at the school, subjects which are important learning 
tools for all subjects. 

 
Since June last year, KIST has adopted the British Key Stage and IGCSE, 
curricula which are well-suited to the DP, for its math diagnostic testing in 
Grades 3 through 11. As a result, we are now better able to understand the 
expectations for each individual grade, enabling us to analyze studentsô current 
levels, and implement appropriate educational structures that address the 
grade level objectives. Furthermore, we are offering supplementary 
mathematics classes in the elementary school and streamed classes in the 
secondary school to provide necessary individual support for our students. I 
am very happy to note that although the Key Stage and IGCSE math testing 
has been in place for little under a year, a large number of students have made 
great strides in improving their mathematical ability. 

 
In addition to mathematics, we are also planning to implement Key Stage 
diagnostic testing in English from June for Grade 3 and above. Initially, we 
were planning to offer the test during February only to those who wished to do 
it, and we informed the community of such, but since then we have decided to 
make it available to all students in the eligible grade levels. The results of these 
tests will enable us to further build the necessary support structures for our 
students. 

 
An explanation session is being planned for the day of the student-led 
conferences (Friday, March 21) to explain what support structures will be put in 
place and also to introduce the other new initiatives being planned. I hope to 
see you there. 
 

Yoshishige Komaki 
School Director/Head of School 

The Comet 

 KIST is an 
IB World 
School 



Making learning authentic and purposeful 
What is authentic and purposeful learning? In the IB document 
titled ñMaking the PYP Happenò, it says that students will 
become more enduringly skillful when the learning is authentic 
and in context. This means that in order for students to move 
from their current level of understanding to a new and deeper 
level of understanding students should be exploring, 
questioning, experimenting, researching and making 
connections. 
 
Recently I was afforded the opportunity to work with the K2 and 
K3 students to deepen their understanding of their Units of 
Inquiry in authentic, relevant, and purposeful ways. 
 
As many of you may remember, a few months ago during a 
typhoon we had a tree fall in the kindergarten playground. As it 
turns out, K2 were learning about different materials at that 
time. We were lucky enough to have the workers who were 
removing the tree to cut us two slices of the tree for the children 
to see and touch. 
 
When the tree fell it damaged one of the wooden decks which 
needed to be repaired. This seemed like a great opportunity to 
work with the K3 students who were inquiring into simple 
machines. In demonstrating the deck repair the students used a 
measuring tape and saw how a handsaw, electric saw, 
screwdriver and electric could be used. As these students use 
this playground every day at school they seemed to take 
ownership over the repair. 
 
Inquiry and wonder are all around us; explorations that open up 

new questions and possibilities. Almost every experience we 

have can be a learning opportunity for us and our children, letôs 

use these and embrace the wonder. As Benjamin Franklin said, 

ñTell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve 

me and I learn.ò 

 
Kevin Yoshihara 
Elementary School Principal 

Elementary School News 
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The end of 2013 and the start of 2014 were busy times not only for the 
students and teachers but also for our elementary school principal and 
the PYP coordinator. Three schools scheduled visits in order to learn 
about the International Baccalaureate PYP curriculum at our school. 
Participants came from as far away as Gifu prefecture and the Chinese 
city of Zhongshan to have a look at our teaching practices and methods. 
Such visits give our school administrators a chance to showcase our 
abilities while considering our own practice. Schools ask tough questions which demand an inward reflection 
regarding the way in which we teach and how we strive for and set the schoolôs learning goals. 
 
The schools that took part in the information tours included Sunnyside International Kindergarten in Gifu, Majestic 
Garden Kindergarten from Zhongshan City, China, and Kaichi Comprehensive School in Saitama. All visitors 
expressed amazement at our schoolôs ability to provide a warm, engaging and challenging atmosphere while 
balancing the tenets of the IB with the needs of both the students as well as the teaching staff. Many compliments 

were generated in reaction to the colourful, artistic interpretation that the 
classes have produced through their inquiries. The creative joined with 
the academic seems to have burst out into the hallways from each room. 
 
The visitorôs compliments and thought provoking questions left Mr 
Yoshihara and myself with a deep sense of pride that surely should be 
shared with all elementary staff members. 
 
Clay Bradley 
PYP Coordinator 

Elementary Hosts School Visits 

In one of our units, How the World Works, K3 students have been 
exploring different simple machines and understanding that simple 
machines help people do work easier. It is a fun unit where learning 
quickly comes alive and the students are able to discover the different 
simple machines that are around them. 
 
The students visited Fukagawa fire station on February 24 as part of this 
unit on simple machines. Even before we got there, the students were 
shouting out the different simple machines they saw on the bus and out 
the window: ñThereôs a screw on the chair! The bus has wheel and axels! 
Thereôs a ramp!ò In less than ten minutes, our school bus had neared the 
fire station and we were greeted by five shiny red fire trucks, two fire 
motorcycles, and firefighters in their uniform! 
 
The chief firefighter, Mr Koike led us around the fire station to show us 
the different equipment and vehicles a firefighter uses. The students 
were given the opportunity to observe firefighters training to rescue 
people from a three-story burning home and even have a turn at sitting in 
one of the fire trucks! 
 
Students were able to apply their knowledge about simple machines at 
the fire station: ñThereôs a pulley in the ladder!ò Saku exclaimed as he 
closely observed the three-story tall ladder laid on the ground for the 
students to see. We took a group photo with Mr Koike at the entrance of 
the fire station and thanked him for inviting us. He told us that we could 
visit again if we wanted. We had a great day! 
 
Christie Chung 
K3B Teacher 

K3 Trip to Fukagawa Fire Station 
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K2 Sharing the Planet 

As our new unit of inquiry is about living things, we have been 
learning what living things are. To begin our unit, I asked the K2 
students what they thought a living thing was and we discussed 
their prior knowledge of living things. Most of the studentsô answers 
were bedroom, living room, spoon, fork, bathroom, etc. David 
answered that a living thing is a place where we stay and sleep. 
Aina said, ñIt is a place where we can take a bath, tooò. I read a 
book about living things and when they learned that plants, animals 
and people are living things; things which move, grow and change, 
their mouths opened with surprise and many questions arose. 
David asked ñA tree doesnôt move, why is it a living thing?ò 
Lisa said, ñA popcorn is a living thing because it popsò. Yuma said, 
ñA tsunami is a living thing because it moves up and downò. Fuwa 
asked, ñWhy animal move?ò Max told us that he was scared of 
living things because he thought they would eat him up. 
 
Each student brought their own plant to the classroom to water and 
take care of. K2 students will also plant seeds to see how plants 
grow and they will use their journal to draw and write about what 
they observe as their seeds grow into plants. We have some pets in 
the classroom which are terrapin turtles, shrimps and goldfish. The 
students feed their pets in the classroom as part of their 
responsibility to take care of living things so that they grow and stay 
healthy. 
 
One of our G1 friends donated a giant daikon radish. As daikon 
plants are living things, we talked about how it grows and changes. 
They were amazed to see that this daikon was unusually round, as 
daikon are often long in shape. In mathematics, the K2s are 
learning about the measurement of weight. We took items from the 
classroom and paired the items to discover which items were 
heavier than others. We also compared our own weights with the 
daikon to see the difference in weight. We found out that the daikon 
weighs 15.5 kilograms and discovered that some of our K2 friends 
are lighter than the daikon! 
 
Claire Yoneyama 
K2 Teacher 

Signs of Spring 

Although the cold weather is not quite over, nature is showing 
us various signs of spring around the school campus. 
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Grade 3 Flash Mob 

G3 performs KISTôs first flash mob! 
ñEverybody dance now!ò At least thatôs what the Grade 
3 students did during morning recess on Friday, 
February 28, performing the first flash mob in the 
history of KIST. Thatôs right ï at approximately 10:20 
a.m., the loud speaker blasted out the lyrics to C&C 
Music Factoryôs 1990s hit ñGonna Make You Sweat 
(Everybody Dance Now)ò while forty-five G3 students 
took the stage ï or, in this case, the field. 
 
The flash mob was performed as part of G3ôs ñHow We 
Express Ourselvesò unit which focuses on how cultures 
express themselves through art, music, and of course, 

ñWord workò is a small group activity many of our 
students do across the grades to focus on vocabulary 
meanings and the spelling pattern-sound connections 
within sets of words. For example, think about these 
words: feather, creature, indeed, weather, steady and 
extreme. What do they have in common? What do they 
have different? How would you sort them into 
categories? (Hint: the long versus short ñeò sound. Ask 
Grade 4 if youôre still unsure.) Letôs take another 
example, and think about what these words have in 
common: shorten, summarize, clarify, harmonize, 
visualize, sweeten. Not sure? They all have suffixes 
with the same meaning, ñto make something ___ 
(short, a summary, clear, etc)ò. But why three different 
suffixes for the same meaning? A wonder question to 
investigate further. These are brief examples of the 
many explorations of words, their patterns and their 
meanings that our students lead each week. Such 

explorations 
develop spelling 
knowledge, 
pronunciation, 
concepts, and 
also the breadth 
of vocabulary 
each child has at 
their disposal to 
include in their 
writing and 
discussions. 

ñWord Workò Discoveries 

Furthermore, 
conversations that 
we have with our 
students during 
word work often 
reinforce our 
bilingual or 
trilingual 
education. Hereôs a recent example from Grade 4, one 
which also illustrates how you can jump in to 
consolidate this education at home. We were starting a 
session on ñawò and ñauò words, one of which was 
ñdawnò. At the start, all students were unsure of which 
picture to match this word with. Then someone had the 
idea to match it with the picture of the pretty pink sky 
because this is what the sky looks like when the sun 
goes ñdownò. ñDownò indeed looks similar to ñdawnò! 
Good guess, and a perfect opportunity to discuss the 
different pronunciations of the two words, and to 
contrast the meaningsðdawn is actually just before the 
sun comes up. We finished with the question, ñWhat is 
ñdawnò in the other languages you know?ò Hmmméwe 
wished youôd been there to help us out on the spot, but 
you can always answer our questions later at home. 
Ask your child what their ñword workò questions are and 
help us double or triple the new words we learn. 
 
Rachel Parkinson 
Elementary ELS Coordinator 
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dance. The flash mob was a huge success, receiving 
cheers and applause from both elementary and 
secondary students, teachers and office staff, as well 
as from visiting parents, excited to watch their children 
perform. 
 
If you witnessed this spectacular performance, 
consider yourself lucky ï there may not be another 
flash mob at KIST for years to come! 
 
Julia Lupone 
G3A Teacher 



Art Snap Shot 

To assist families planning overseas trips, the dates of 
school vacation periods for the 2014-2015 school year are 
listed below. Families are asked to make arrangements 
accordingly to ensure that students are back in Japan ready 
to start school after each vacation period on the correct date. 
The complete calendar will be distributed in June. 

School Calendar 

Grade 3 have been working on their 
Pop Art paintings for some weeks now. 
In their final piece of artwork, students 
used a viewfinder to zoom in on a part 
of their shoe; they used this study as 
the basis for a painting inspired by Pop 
artist Andy Warhol. 
 
Students had to be thinkers when 
applying new painting skill techniques 
as they worked through the process. 

 
They were encouraged to reflect upon 
their knowledge of the complementary 
pairs of colours and how, when 
these colours are placed next to each 
other, they can make a piece of 
artwork even more eye catching! 
 
Helen Campbell 
PYP Art Teacher 

Please also note that the Parent Welcome 
Nights held at the beginning of the school 
year will be organized a little differently next 
year as follows: 

¶ First day of school: August 18, 2014 

¶ KISTival: October 25, 2014 

¶ Autumn break: October 26 ï November 2, 2014 

¶ Winter vacation: December 13, 2014 ï January 5, 2015 

¶ Student-led conferences: March 21, 2015 

¶ Spring break: March 22 ï 29, 2015 

¶ Golden Week: May 3 ï 6, 2015 

¶ Last day of school: June 10, 2015 

¶ K1/K2/K3 Parent Welcome Night: 

Thursday, August 14, 2014 

¶ G1-G5 Parent Welcome Night: 

Wednesday, August 27, 2014 

¶ G6-G12 Parent Welcome Night: 

Friday, August 29, 2014 

2014-2015 
school year 
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Grade 1 has just finished our fourth Unit of Inquiry, 
óHow the World Worksô. The central idea was óPeople 
use natural resources in different waysô. Together, 
teachers and students considered the different ways 
we use natural resources, and how the small and big 
choices we make in our lives impacts the world around 
us. As a class, we took action by making personal 
resolutions to change the way we use natural 
resources in our daily lives. 

 

For the summative assessment, the Grade 1 students 
chose both a natural resource and a presentation 
medium for their student-centered personal project. 
They researched their natural resource at home, and 
used their research to complete a write-up at school. 
Students then conferenced with the teacher to re-read 
and improve their writing before moving on to 
complete their book, poster, or presentation materials. 
Finally, we presented our projects in an exhibition, 
inviting teachers and Grade 4 as our student mentors. 
The students were so excited to share their learning 
with people from their school community. They loved 
reading the feedback that was left for them by the 
many people who visited our exhibition! 

 

At KIST, we believe even the youngest students are 
capable of making a difference in our world, and we 
understand our students are the future of our planet. 
We hope our Grade 1 students will take their new 
understanding of the importance of our natural 

Grade 1 Inquiry 

Further to our participation last year, there were three 
entries from KISTôs Elementary School in this yearôs 
National Book Essay Contest for Young Readers: 
Yudai (G3A), Ryuun (G4A) and Den (G5B). From 
these entries, Ryuunôs essay progressed to the 
selection committee where it was awarded a prize; an 
honor only awarded to 534 out of 270,000 entries from 
children in the metropolitan area. 

 
Ryuun said on his award: ñBeing my first entry, I am 
very happy with the result but I would have liked to 
have finished top. Next time I want to try and get a 
higher award.ò 

 
On his achievement, Ms Torikai, Ryuunôs Japanese 
teacher, had this to say: ñWell done on your success! 
Ryuun always makes sure to explain his reasoning and 
thinking, and to draw on his own experiences when 
discussing his ideas. My image of him is someone who 
is always trying to learn from books and I hope that he 
continues to read lots of Japanese books in the future.ò 

 
The National Book Essay Contest for Young Readers 
is held annually during the summer vacation. In 

addition, there will 
be a Sakura Medal 
book essay 
contest for 
Elementary 
students in February. Further details will be distributed 
to students during their Japanese classes. 

 
For more information about the National Book Essay 
Contest for Young Readers is available at the link 
below: 
http://www.dokusyokansoubun.jp/ 

Ryuun Wins Award 

Ryuun wrote his 
essay about this 

book. 

resources with them and 
begin a lifetime of making a 
difference in caring for our 
planet! 

 
Jennifer Campbell 
Grade 1B Teacher 
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One thing parents and students will 
notice in this edition of The Comet 
are the increased articles written 
by students. As Principal, I cannot 
think of a better way for our 
community to learn about the many 
student centered events happening 
at our school. 
 

Lunch time concert series 
Our Secondary Student 
Representative Council (SRC) is 
very keen to start new traditions at 
our school. óFor students by 
studentsô certainly rings true with a 
very new initiative sponsored by 
the SRC. The Secondary Lunch 
Time Concert Series began taking 
place in January. Each month the 
students are performing during 
lunch recess on average twice 
monthly to the enjoyment of 
Secondary students. One or two 
acts are performed in front of an 
appreciative crowd which seems to 
grow in each succeeding 
performance. These performances 
are open to all students in 
Secondary in which a simple 
application is made through the 
SRC. It is hoped this venue will 
help students try new things out 
and also help with our End of Year 
Concert performances in general. 
 
The Lunch Time Concert Series 
are an excellent example of 
students acquiring the IB Learner 
Profile attributes of being risk-
takers and caring. It is events like 
this, in which students participate 
voluntarily and take initiative in 
which the teachers or supervisors 
only act as advisors that truly 
exemplify intrinsic action. I 
certainly hope this effort continues 
throughout the school year. 
 
As I write this article, another 
impressive student initiative is 
about to take place. Grade 10 MYP 
students will be celebrating their 
learning by hosting the G10 
Personal Project Exhibition on 
Friday, March 7. This year student 
representatives created a video 
that has been playing on the TV 
monitor at the reception counter. 
Students have been given general 
guidelines but as with the Lunch 

Time Concert 
Series, more and 
more we are 
seeing students 
take on 
leadership roles 
and doing a 
stupendous job! 
This is not a 
coincidence but 
rather the 
positive 
environment our 
school culture continues 
to help nurture in line with our 
school mission. 
 

Textbook exchange 2014 
In 2012, we began the textbook 
exchange and will continue once 
again this year. The basic idea is 
to offer an opportunity where 
students moving on to higher 
grade levels or graduating can sell 
their textbooks to other students 
moving up grade levels at a used 
market rate. This will be of interest 
to students moving from Grade 5 
to Grade 6 and subsequent 
movement between grades and of 
course students entering the 
Diploma Programme. The school 
developed a suggested pricing 
scheme, but all sales will continue 
to be between the seller and buyer 
in which the school does not take 
any responsibility. Last year, the 
book exchange was conducted on 
Family Day. We plan to do 
something similar to ensure 

convenient access to all families. 
Family Day is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 31 this school year. 

 
The 2014-2015 Textbook/Digital 
Supply List will be updated by the 
middle of May and this will be 
distributed to all families via E-
Communications before the actual 
textbook exchange. It is important 
for families to check the updated 
textbook lists as they are subject to 
change. Even if a particular 
textbook is no longer being used, 
parents may still find value in older 
textbooks for additional support as 
appropriate. All sales will be final in 
which the school is not involved 
directly with any purchases 
between parties taking part. Please 
stay tuned for more 
details. 
 
Stephen Rothkopf 
Secondary School 

Secondary School News 

Secondary lunch time concert series, February 2014 
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New Faces 

Since the last issue of The Comet, we have welcomed a number of new 
staff members to our team. On behalf of the school community, we wish 
you all the best and hope that you enjoy your time with us. 

Michael Davignon 
LEAP Instructor / 
Relief Teacher 

Jonathan Homewood 
MYP Science / 
DP Biology 

Nomingerel Ulzii 
Systems Engineer 



On January 27, the 3rd Annual KIST Spelling Bee took place in the gym. 
The Grade 6 competitors were Jun Hyuk, GaOn and Ayian. The Grade 
7 competitors were Won Tae, Jin Il and Gautham. The Grade 8 
competitors were Ayaka, Lae Eun and Selena. 
 
The competitors from each English class were chosen through 
preliminary rounds held in each English class. Since November, the 
competitors have been practicing every day in class, at home and with 
their friends who helped practice for the final competition. When the time 
came for the KIST Spelling Bee to be held, all the students from Grade 6 
to 8 were supporting their classmates enthusiastically. The teachers as 
well as parents were invited to attend and there was a positive 
competitive environment in the gym. 
 
After 19 rounds of spelling, Gautham (G7B) was declared the winner of 
the 3rd Annual KIST Spelling Bee 2013-2014. However, every 
participant was celebrated and all the competitors received a certificate 
of participation. The final three contestants: Jun Hyuk, Gautham and Lae 
Eun received gift certificates. The winner received a subscription for 
Encyclopedia Britannica and the opportunity to participate in The Japan 
Times Spelling Bee on March 22, 2014. The student who wins The 
Japan Times Spelling Bee will earn the opportunity to go to the US 
where representatives from different schools will compete to become the 
2014 National Scripps Spelling Bee Champion. 
 
Every participant did well, especially Gautham who spelt difficult 
dictionary words such as dodecahedron and gravitational to win. We are 
looking forward to seeing Gautham participate and represent KIST in 
The Japan Times Spelling Bee. Good luck, Gautham! 
 
Keina (G7A), Tom (G7A) and Tae Won (G7A) 

KIST Spelling Bee 

In the Secondary School, the wall next to the 
office has been used to celebrate students 
showing learner profile attributes in their daily 
lives. This wall has been named the ñWall of Honorò. Students in 
Grades 6 to 8 have been nominating classmates that demonstrate 
learner profile attributes in their daily interactions with teachers 
and classmates in class as well as outside of class. 

 
When students nominate a fellow classmate they have to explain 
how the student has represented a learner profile with examples of 
behavior that they have shown. Once students have been 
nominated, Grade 6 to 8 teachers discuss nominations and decide 
who will be awarded a Wall of Honor certificate. That student gets to paint their handprint on the wall to 
commemorate the occasion. The handprints are done in different colors and have the name of the student, the 
learner profile attribute and the date in which the certificate was awarded written underneath each handprint. 

 
It is a great way to congratulate our classmates in an anonymous way. Although it is not 100% guaranteed that the 
person you nominate will be chosen, a lot of the time they will have an opportunity to be considered for the Wall of 
Honor in the next academic quarter. If any of the students from Grades 6 to 8 see someone demonstrating a learner 
profile attribute in school, we recommend that you write a nomination for that student. The nomination slips can be 
found in each Grade 6 to 8 homeroom. Itôs free and itôs quick! 

 
Sophia (G7A) 

Wall of Honor 
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Japanese New Year Party 
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The Japanese New Year Celebration on January 29 was, as it is 
every year, an entertaining event. Strategising with friends to win our 
fight against the sumo wrestlers was especially fun ï this year, my 
friends and I did a short battle dance and chant to intimidate the 
sumo wrestler before we began so we could win the fight, and we 
did! Now, we can go around telling people that we danced our way 
to a win in a battle against a sumo wrestler. I am grateful to all the 
parents and staff who made this day possible. 

Angela (G10A) 

The whole experience of fighting, meeting and playing the sumo 
wrestlers was an amazing experience. A lot of people enjoyed 
physically playing with the sumo, and for the people who didnôt get 
to play, thoroughly enjoyed watching the sumo fight and everyone 
left the gym with a smile. We laughed until our stomachs hurt. After 
the memorable experience, we got to pound the rice and got the 
opportunity to eat different types of mochi. This included, soy sauce 
and seaweed, sesame and more. To be honest, we had a lot of 
assignments pending and this event really was mind diverting. 

Anisha (G10B) and Muskan (G10A) 

In the New Yearôs festival, we had sumo wrestlers, mochitsuki, and 
ate mochi. They were all fun but first, we started with the wrestling 
with the sumo wrestlers. With Hamish, I wrestled a sumo wrestler. 
Hamish was pushed back in an instant but using my legs, I endured 
all the pushing attacks and kept pushing him. However, the wrestler 
was calm and he lifted my left leg and slammed me to the ground. I 
was a bit disappointed in my loss. Later on, after the wrestling, we 
hit the mochi with hammer and ate mochi after that. There were 5 
flavors of mochi and they were good. 

Hee Dae (G10A) 

Sumo wrestling on Japanese New Yearôs Day at KIST was a very 
fun experience. Students got to have a first hand experience with 
the tradition Japanese Sumo Wrestlers. The Sumos also pounded 
mochi (Japanese Rice Cakes) with the students. It was a great way 
to have some time-off from school and have fun with teachers and 
students. 

Aditya (G10B) and Azzam (G10A) 

There was a New Year's party at school on January 29. We were 
able to fight the sumo wrestlers, pound rice cakes and eat as many 
rice cakes as they had, at this party. When the teachers and 
students fought with sumo, even though everyone was trying their 
best, the sumo wrestlers looked like they did not have to try at all. 
When we pounded the rice cake, everyone was shouting ñYoishoò 
which made the atmosphere fun. There were four flavors of the rice 
cakes which were black sesame, bean paste, kinako and soy sauce 
and they were all delicious. We cannot wait for the next New Yearôs 
party! 

Megan (G10B) and Misol (G10A) 

The New Year party is something I really look forward to every year 
because of the sumos and the mochi. I have always thought that the 
parents and the sumos were amazing because they are always 
working hard to either pound the mocha or distributing them. I really 
love eating the shoyu mochi, and I really love the fact that its taste 
does not change. Every year I look forward to eating the shoyu 
mochi. 

Kwan Woo (G10A)  

The New Year party was very fun. A lot of sumos came to our 
school during the day and we were able to wrestle with them in 
small groups of 3. Even though there were 3 people in a group we 
were not able to win. Also some of the teachers volunteered but 
were no match for the sumos. The best part of the New Year party is 
when we were able to make the mochi (sticky rice) and then later 
enjoy it. The mochi was very tasty because they were all kinds of 
flavors. 

Ryu (G10A) 

On January 29, we had a New Yearôs Party at our school, where 
professional sumos came, and where mochi was pounded. There 
were four types of mochi; kinako, sesame, soy sauce with seaweed 
and red beans. All four were really delicious, as they were made by 
sumos, and were pounded by the students, with the help of the PTA 
mothers. Boys and girls ran towards the line for their second helping 
as the mochi was very tasty. Mochi competitions between the 
students were the main part of the party, since every student wanted 
to eat more than the others. The sumo wrestling was also very 
fascinating since teachers and students fought against sumos and 
were thrown off the mat. Overall, the New Year Celebration was 
very fun because we got to eat mochi and we got to see the sumo 
wrestling! 

Aashvi (G10B) and Ji Eun (G10A) 

During this annual event, the signature culture of sumo in Japan 
visited our small family, KIST. We had a blast by training with the 
sumo wrestlers, and afterwards, taking years of revenge by fighting 
back with them. We were able to express 5 years of stress and 
anger from MYP. After that, we went for the regular mochi pounding, 
putting all our strength right in the hot steaming rice in the marble 
bowl. Lastly, we had a great time by eating many different types of 
oishii mochi too. Another fun memorable moment of our lives! 

Raghav (G10A) and Raj (G10B) 

Thank you for annually coming to our school to celebrate New Year 
with us. Our country Korea also has similar New Year party as 
Japan like eating rice cakes, but we are very glad to experience 
Japanese New Year celebration and we truly felt how beautiful 
Japanese culture is. Especially, we are really glad to see sumo right 
in front of us. Thank you so much. 

Sae Lim (G10B) and Ji Ye (G10B) 

On January 29, 2014, KIST participated in the New Yearôs event. 
Firstly, we went to the gym to have a wrestling match with the 
sumos. We all tried hard to beat them; however they were too strong 
for us! Next, we went outside to the gym, and we smelled something 
delicious in the air. It was the smell of mochi. To eat them, we firstly 
pounded them with the sumos. Lastly, we were awarded with mochi 
of many different flavors. It was a very enjoyable day! 

Saya (G10B) and Yu Jin (G10B) 



English Day 

Thank you everyone for supporting English Day at K this year. 
Although we had many difficulties like heavy snow, the date 
changing and finding volunteers, the day finished successfully. 

 
Our initial target for the day was 160 applications as we started to 
announce the event earlier than last year. Unfortunately we did not 
reach this number, but we had more applicants than last June. 
Furthermore, due to the date change, we had 13 cancellations. In the 
end, a total of 84 children enjoyed the event. We were pleased to 
have those children attend. 

 
This year, due to the number of volunteers, we were able to take rests in turn and this 
helped the operation of the day proceed more smoothly. All the secondary and elementary 
student volunteers worked very hard. In particular, because of the secondary volunteers, 
the children who attended were able to enjoy the event happily and safely. We were very 
lucky to have such wonderful volunteers. We also appreciate the assistance provided by 
many teachers, students and parents. 

 
I would like to thank all those who supported English Day at K, especially Mitsuko 
Morooka and Emiko Menon. We could not have held this event without their support. 

 
Thank you again to everyone. We really appreciate your support. 

 
Kaori Meguro 
PTA Events Committee 

To cap off a successful season, the middle school boysô 
basketball team headed off to The British School in Tokyo to 
take part in the ISTAA basketball tournament on Saturday, 
March 1. 
 
Unfortunately, due to other commitments that day, we were 
missing a few of our players. Nevertheless, we went to the 
tournament ready to do our best. 
 
Our first game was against CIS who pushed us hard but we 
managed to scrape through and get a win. We then went on 
to play TIS. They also proved to be tough opponents and 
after a period of overtime we were able to win the game. 
 
Our next game was against KAIS, who were very 
competitive but we were able to pull away from them in the 
second half to get the win. 
 
Our final game was against BST, who were also unbeaten. The winner of this game would ultimately become the 
tournament champions. We were able to build a good lead from the beginning but got into foul trouble early. 
However, the rest of the team stepped up and played some great defence against a determined BST team. With 
great delight, we were able to hang on and get the all-important victory and become the ISTAA Basketball Middle 
School Champions of 2014. 
 
Well done, Comets! 

Basketball Success 

(L>R) Mr Grant, Michael (G6B), Won Tae (G7A), Moe Min (G8B), 
Deniz (G5B), Ke Yi (G8B), Kenzo (G6A), Jovonne (G7A) 
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Spotlight on Clubs 

Forensics mystery chamber club 
Students in the Secondary Forensics Mystery Chamber 
Club are given the opportunity to explore questionable 
circumstances that help to invoke their critical thinking 
skills. Some examples include the Mayan civilization and 
their disappearance, the Yonaguni monument, and the 
pyramids on Mars, as well as mysteries in the subjects of 
paleontology and oceanography. 
 
There are also many hands on tools that students use to 
acquire evidence necessary to solve a mystery. Spy 
glasses, invisible ink decoders, and detective disguises 
allow the students to immerse themselves and 
experience realistic investigation situations. These 
experiences are valuable because they help the 
students learn to analyze their environment and pay 
attention to information that can help them make 
informed decisions. 

Performance arts club 
The Elementary Performance Arts Club allows Grade 4 
and 5 students to explore different ways of expressing 
themselves through fun drama and music exercises. 
Students work together in groups as well as individually 
to build performance pieces that will be showcased 
during assemblies and school concerts. Students in the 
performance club also assist with the kindergarten 
concert, undertaking different performance and 
MC duties. Any student with an interest in 
performing or just developing new skills is 
welcome to join. Please contact Mr Robert if 
interested. 
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3. Summer Academic Program 
[For students entering G2 to G5] 
This program is based on the Key Stage 1 and 2 math 
and English curricula and is designed to develop 
studentsô math and English skills. 
 
4. Summer Intensive Program 
[For students entering G6 to G9] 
This program is based on the British Key Stage 3 and 
International GCSE math and English curricula. 
 
5. Summer Intensive Program 
[For students entering G10 to G12] 
This program is based on the International GCSE and 
IB Diploma mathematics curricula and is designed to 
help students develop necessary skills in mathematics 
for the DP. 
 
More information about the summer programs is 
available at: 

Applications for KISTôS LEAP 
Summer Programs 2014 are now 
being accepted. This year, the 
following programs will be offered: 
 

 
 

1. Summer Day Camp 
[For students entering K2 to G2] 
This program is designed for students to develop 
inquiry skills through enjoyable experiences. 
 

 
 

2. Summer Academic Program 
[For students entering K2 to G1] 
This program is based on the British Key Stage 1 
mathematics and English curricula and is designed for 
students to improve their English skills and develop an 
understanding of mathematics while learning in 
enjoyable ways. 
 

Summer Program 

June 16 (Monday) - June 27 (Friday) 

July 28 (Monday) - August 8 (Friday) 

http://www.k-leap.jp/node/summer-program-2014 


