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Message from the IB Diploma Coordinator

To the KIST Community,

Firstly, let me introduce myself. My name is Mark Cowe and | am the IB Diploma Coordinator at
K. International School. This IB Diploma Handbook has been developed with the purpose of
providing students, parents, new teachers to the school and everybody else involved in the
KIST Community with a clear understanding of what the IB Diploma is and how it is organized at
KIST. | hope that for many of you it will provide a good introduction to the Diploma Programme.

This publicati on i s ilaeupdatedrfdtthd nextgroupoofGrasleld o . It
students who will begin their IB Diploma in 2010 and finish in 2012. Therefore any comments

and feedback would be much appreciated. This is an exciting time to be at K. International

School Tokyo. As well as building new facilities we are also continuing to develop our 1B

Diploma Programme. For example the 2009-2011 Programme includes some new subject

options compared to previous years and in the next three years the DP Programme will continue
to expand in line with the growth of the Secondary School at KIST.

The IB Diploma builds on the PYP and MYP Programmes that make up the IBO Curriculum.
Thus it continues the IBO Philosophy that is enshrined in its Mission Statement and the Learner
Profile. It is also increasingly regarded by Universities and Colleges as a very suitable
curriculum for the 21% Century. As a KIST Graduate of 2008 recently said fthe IB Diploma
Programme not only prepared me for the caliber of studies that | had to undertake in University
but it also gave me a head start in my University career by giving me transfer credits for my
coursesa

Right at the start | would like to take this opportunity to emphasize the following for both
students and parents. For students, the IB Diploma Curriculum can bring tears to your eyes,
tears of joy caused by the inspirational and memorable moments that occur in Diploma classes
and activities or tears of unhappiness caused by the rigorous and challenging nature of the
Programme. Good time management and personal motivation will lead to far more of the former
than the latter. These two attributes are very important to not only having success as a student,
but also fulfillment in Grade 11 and 12.

For parents, | want to highlight the importance of this Handbook, not just the information
included but the links and materials on the IBO website that are suggested for further reading.
Even the most organized and motivated student will probably have a few tears caused by the
challenging nature of the IB Diploma Programme, thus understanding the curriculum that your
son/daughter is following at school is important in being able to empathize and support them.

Again, | trust that you will find this Handbook a valuable introduction to the IB Diploma
Programme and please, do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions,

Mr. Mark Cowe dp co@Kkist.ed.jp

IB Diploma Coordinator, K. International School Tokyo
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IB Mission Statement

The Grade 11 and 12 Curriculum at KIST is the IB Diploma Programme. The DP Programme is
the third one in the IB framework for education after the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and
the Middle Years Programme (MYP). The IB Programme is the only one offered at KIST and
thus our philosophy and curriculum is intrinsic to that of the IB. As such, below is the Mission
Statement of the IBO Organization.

Arhe International Baccalaureate aims to develop
Inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people
who help to create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools,
governments and international organizations to
develop challenging programmes of international
education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the
world to become active, compassionate and lifelong
learners who understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.o

http://www.ibo.org/mission/ (5™ March 2009) This section of the IBO website will give you more
information about its mission and strategy.
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The IBO Learner Profile

The IB Learner Profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of learning outcomes for
the 21st century. The learner profile provides a long-term vision of education. It is a set of ideals
that can inspire, motivate and focus the work of schools and teachers, uniting them in a
common purpose. IB Learners strive to be:

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills
necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show
independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this
love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable | They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global
significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and
develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of
disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and
creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make
reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicator | They understand and express ideas and information confidently
and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of
modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in
collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of
fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups
and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions
and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded | They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal
histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of
other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to
seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to
grow from the experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs
and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to
service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others
and to the environment.

Risk-taker They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage
and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore
new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in
defending their beliefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and
emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves
and others.

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and

experience. They are able to assess and understand their
strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and
personal development.

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/profile/ (5™ March 2009)
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KIST Mission Statement

MISSION STATEMENT

K. International School Tokyo (KIST) serves the international community of Tokyo with an
internationally recognizedcur ri cul um. The school 6s program i s
individuals the understanding, knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to:

make informed, responsible choices throughout their lives
make meaningful contributions to both the local and international community.

B

In order to achieve this, we strive to develop the following:

Understanding

Learners who

have developed an understanding of our physical world works, how we organize ourselves socially

and of the complexity of human interaction with the environment.
can apply their understanding in new contexts

5

Knowledge and Skills

Learners who

have gained a critical amount of knowledge

are able to source information, evaluate it critically, communicate it to others and apply it in the world
beyond school.

are able to reflect on themselves and their learning and set meaningful goals

Attitudes

Learners who

have developed a capacity for moral reasoning which allows them to act in the world with sensitivity
to the needs of other human beings and their cultural backgrounds and to the environment

have a curiosity which drives them to continue developing their understanding of the world around
them throughout their lives.

Revised July 2007
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KIST Mission Statement

K. International School Tokyo

K. International School Tokyo (KIST)
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Introduction to the IB Diploma Programme

Origin and Purpose

The Diploma Programme is a demanding pre-university course of study that leads to external
examinations and is designed for highly motivated students aged between 16 and 19. It was
establ i shed ismandidseevdloped as atdilfe@té compromise between the
specialization required in some national systems and the breadth preferred in others, without
bias towards any national system. The general objectives of the IB Diploma Programme were to
provide students with an international education, to facilitate geographic and cultural mobility
and to promote international understanding through a shared academic experience. This has
not changed over the last forty years and if anything, the idealistic vision of the Diploma
Programme has received fuinlgenfi mpet woofth@Xh at he hie
Century. At present there are now 1,900 schools worldwide authorized to deliver the Diploma
Programme. Ultimately, the broad goal of the Diploma Programme is to provide students with
the values and opportunities that will enable them to develop sound judgment, to make wise
choices and respect others in the global community.

The IB Diploma Programme Model

The vision of a curriculum of breadth, depth and flexibility is today known as the Diploma
Programme Hexagon Model, with six academic areas surrounding the Learner Profile and a set
of Core elements.

Language Al

Individuals
and societies

Second
language |

Mathematics
and computer
wience

Experimental
wiences

The arts
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IB Diploma Programme Requirements

Diploma students are required to select one subject from each of the subject groups which
correspond to the principal domains of knowledge. In Group 6, schools can offer students the
possibility of taking an additional subject from Groups 1 through 5 rather than an Arts subject. In
the middle of the Hexagon are the Core elements of TOK, CAS and EE. All six subjects and the
three Core elements are taken concurrently over two years. Active citizenship and global
perspectives are encouraged in each area of the curriculum. Distribution requirements ensure
that the Science orientated student is challenged to learn a second modern language and that
the natural linguist becomes familiar with science laboratory procedures. Within each subject
teachers are expected to make links to TOK and CAS where appropriate so that students are
able to better place their individual subject learning in context. Individual subject outlines for
courses to be offered at KIST can be found later in this IB Diploma Handbook.

The Importance of the Hexagon Core

Central to the IB Diploma Curriculum is the Hexagon Core. During the two year programme, all
students must undertake an Extended Essay, attend a regular Theory of Knowledge class and
participate in a variety of meaningful Creativity, Action and Service activities. These three
components do not account for a significant weight of the overall assessment but their inclusion
is vital in any Diploma Programme. Indeed, a student who does not complete the basic
requirements of CAS cannot be awarded their Diploma even if they attain high scores in their
regular six subjects. CAS is embedded within the philosophy of the IBO and many students
experience life changing moments during their activities in the two years. The inclusion of TOK
as a separate component necessitates that students think critically and reflectively about their
learning, while the completion of a three to four thousand word Extended Essay develops
crucial skills of independent learning and personal discipline within students important for them
to succeed in the future. More detailed outlines for TOK, EE and CAS at KIST can be found
later in this IB Diploma Handbook

Key Attributes Required

Students undertaking the IB Diploma need to have the following key attributes
U Strong personal motivation to succeed
0 Willingness to improve their time management and organizational skills

U Sound skills in basic literacy and numeracy

The information has been adapted from key documents recently produced and regularly
updated by the IBO. They can be found in full at http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/. It is
highly recommended that every family downloads them and reads them fully. They are:
School s6 Guide to the ((2®2)BwitgerlanchiBO Pr ogr a mme
A basis for practice: the IB Diploma Programme (2002) Switzerland IBO
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The IB Diploma and IB Certificate Programmes

KIST encourages all students to undertake a full IB Diploma curriculum at the beginning

of Grade 11. Most students will complete the full IB Diploma. The school believes that many

students who find the Programme daunting at the start can develop their skills and motivation

throughout the first year of the curriculum to achieve overall success. The school also

recogni zes however tdleast ginfee B rDiaglacmani il iy ori e
therefore in its conception and design it is not a curriculum suitable for all students. As a result

the school also offers an adaptation of the full IB Diploma which will enable students who opt for

this the opportunity to finish at KIST with a series of IB certificates in a variety of subjects. The

IB Certificate, as it can be known, is a relatively new part of the Grade 11 and 12 Curriculum,

but it wildl be better suited to those students wh
academic further education after they finish school. It will also provide a chance for those
studentsdéd for who the f ul |,adchanpdfar timdar ownpersenalt r e mel vy d

success and achievement. Students will only start on a Certificate Programme if they and the
school feel it is appropriate while the school may also strongly recommend a move to a
Certificate for the start of Grade 12 if it feels that a student would be better suited to it.

Grade 11 and 12 IBO Certificate 2009-2011

Students who the school and their families agree would be better suited to a Certificate
Programme would have a curriculum as follows (the Diploma is also there for comparison):

IB Diploma IB Certificate at KIST
U 6 subjectsi 3 atHL/3 at SL U 4-6 subjects i can choose all SL or
0 Theory of Knowledge (TOK) up to two subjects at HL
i Extended Essay (EE) i Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
0 Community Action Service (CAS) 0 Community Action Service (CAS)

The above table shows that IB Certificate candidates would have less contact time than full
Diploma students. During these non-contact lessons students would have the opportunity for:

9 Additional private study time
1 More intensive ESL support
9 Time to focus on their options after Grade 12

KIST firmly believes that the IB Certificate should not be looked at as something lesser than the
IB Diploma but rather another option at Grade 11 and 12. This option allows KIST to offer more
choice and extra support to some of its students. IB Certificate students would attend the same
classes as Diploma students and would also undertake the TOK and CAS aspects of the IB
Curriculum. As such, a Certificate programme would still nurture within students the
understanding, knowledge, skills and attributes necessary to make informed, reasonable
choices in their lives and meaningful contributions to both the local and international community,
two of the main strands of the KIST Mission Statement.

http://www.ibo.org/ibworld/may06/newvocation.cf&8th December 2007)
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IB Diploma Subject Options at KIST 2009-2011

Which subjects should | choose?

For some students it can be easy to choose the subjects for their IB Diploma. For other students
it should take a lot more thought, time and discussion with teachers and their families. When
trying to decide between subjects in the same group, it can be helpful to ask the following
guestions:

Which subject(s) do | enjoy and find interesting?

Which subject(s) will challenge me?

Which subject(s) do | do well in?

Which subjects may be helpful to study for post-school aspirations?

=A =4 -4 =4

It is important in some situations that students do not choose the subject or the level that they
think they will score the easiest grade in. This is particularly true of language courses. It is very
important that students are undertaking a language level that they find challenging and will
develop their language skills further over the two year course. At this stage it should be
stated that a student who does two first languages (Al and A2 courses) is eligible for a
Bi-lingual IB Diploma and thus get extra official recognition for undertaking this.

KIST IB Diploma Subject Options 2009 to 2011
On the next page is the IB Diploma Programme at KIST for 2009-2011. There are number of
factors which affect the number and variety of subjects an individual school can offer from

potential student numbers to student surveys. Any questions regarding subject choices should
be directed towards the 1B Diploma Coordinator.
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K. International School, Tokyo

IB Diploma Programme

SUBJECT OPTIONS 2009-2011

Group 1
Language English A1 SL/HL
Al
Language A2 Japanese SL/HL
Group 2 Language B Japanese SL/HL 1
Second -
Language Language Ab initio Japanese SL 1
Self-Taught Language Al SL
Group 3 History SL/HL .
Indc;wduals Business and Mgmt SL/HL
an
Societies ITGS HL (on-line course only)
Biology SL/HL
Group 4 ) 1
Sciences Chemistry SL/HL .
Mathematics HL .
u
Group > | Mathematics SL
Mathematics ) _
Mathematical Studies SL q
Visual Arts SL/HL
Group 6 Music SL/HL
Arts and
Electives Psychology SL/HL
Biology SL/HL

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
One subject in each Group must be chosen.
Diploma level students are required to choose 3

HL and 3 SL subjects and complete the Hexagon
Core elements.

Certificate level students are required to choose
at least 4 SL subjects or a combination of SL and
HL subjects and complete the Hexagon Core
elements of TOK and CAS

For timetable reasons the following combinations
are not possible:

Group 3 and Group 5 both at HL

English, Japanese and Physics/Chemistry all at
HL

ITGS HL on-line can be chosen after further
student and parental consultation with the IB
Diploma Coordinator. Self-taught may also be an
option for a small number of students.

HEXAGON CORE COMPONENTS

Creativity, Action and Service (CAS)

Compulsory for Diploma and Certificate Candidates

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

Compulsory for Diploma and Certificate Candidates

Extended Essay (EE)

Compulsory for Diploma Candidates

Not a requirement for Certificate Candidates
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K. International School, Tokyo
IB Diploma Programme

SUBJECT OPTIONS 2009-2011

Group Subjects Available Subject Chosen Level
Group 1 _

Language English A1 SL/HL

Al

Language A2 Japanese SL/HL

Group 2 Language B Japanese SL/HL
Eecond Language Ab initio Japanese SL
anguage
Self-Taught Language Al SL
Group 3 History SL/HL
Inddividuals Business and Mgmt SL/HL
an
Societies ITGS HL (on-line course only)
Biology SL/HL
Group 4 ]
Sciences Chemistry SL/HL

Mathematics HL
Group 5 Mathematics SL

Mathematics . .
Mathematics Studies SL
Visual Arts SL/HL

Group 6 Music SL/HL

Arts and

Electives Psychology SL/HL
Biology SL/HL

Student 6s Name:

Parentés Signature: Date:
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Student Timetable at KIST

According to IB Diploma guidelines, students should receive approximately 240 hours contact
time for each HL subject over the two years, 150 hours contact time for each SL subject over
the two years and 100 hours contact time for Theory of Knowledge (TOK) over two years. In
addition they need to complete an Extended Essay (EE) in their own study time and complete a
minimum of 150 hours for Community, Action and Service (CAS). To accommodate this
students receive the following number of lessons each week at KIST. Each lesson at KIST is 50
minutes long.

U HL subjects 1 5lessons per week
U SL subjectsi 3lessons per week
0 TOKT 2lessons per week

There is also a lesson each week for Physical Education/Health and one for Counseling. During
the latter the focus will be on undertaking activities related to careers and university applications
but this is also the period where there will be an opportunity to focus on CAS and EE. There is
no formal time allocated in the school timetable for CAS (3-4 hours a week) or EE and students
are expected to be able to organize this in their own time. The timetable at KIST will sometimes
allow some subjects to have all of the SL students available during the HL lesson time. As such,
a studentbés scheduled number of | essons per
certain points in the year. This structure makes it easier to deliver certain subjects.

Below is an example of a student timetable:

Period 1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4 Period 5 Period 6

Japanese B
SL

Biology HL Biology HL Math Stud  [RIgle[s]el=1gle[Ig]

SL Study

Tuesday Music SL Music SL Biology HL

Wednesday| Japanese B
SL

Math Stud RLale[e]gle[=q]
SL Study

Thursday Japanese B

SL

Music SL Counseling

Math Stud
SL

Friday Biology HL Biology HL

Page | 15
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Homework Expectations

Given the nature of the IB Diploma as a rigorous curriculum, there is a significant amount of
homework each week. Students will have a limited number of periods assigned to independent
study in their timetable but the majority of homework will need to be done outside the regular
schedule. With all their subjects combined, IB Diploma students would be expected to complete
between 15 and 27 hours of work outside of their scheduled lessons each. There may be times
when this is greater or smaller but this is an average number. This is in addition to the few hours
each week that they should be devoting to CAS activities. It can be very beneficial for students if
families are aware of the workload demands that their child will be under at certain points in the
Diploma Programme.

Resources

L
%

Unlike the PYP and MYP which are curriculum frameworks, the DP is a curriculum and there is
a certain degree of standard content in many subjects. Not surprisingly then, most subjects
require the use of textbook(s) to base some of the student learning upon. KIST will assist
students in purchasing these textbooks by ordering them in bulk over the summer so that they
are ready for students when they return to school to begin their IB Diploma Studies at the start
of Grade 11. This will make it slightly cheaper and far easier to organize than leaving students
to manage this on their own. Many of the textbooks come from overseas and therefore the
shipping costs on individual items can be comparatively high.

IB Diploma Fees

One of the reasons the IB Diploma is becoming so highly regarded throughout the world is
partly because of its criteria based assessment system. As examinations and internal
assessments (| Khaked tikereés a significant degrde of objectivity within the
assessment system. For example, students sit standardized examinations at almost the same
time around the world while these examinations are couriered to experienced teachers around
the world within 48 hours for assessment. This highly regarded assessment system does come
at a cost however and this explains why IB Diploma and Certificate students pay an extra fee for
Grade 11 and 12 at KIST. This extra fee mainly covers the examination costs for each student.
The following section of the IB Diploma Handbook will focus on assessment in the IB Diploma
Programme and the way it is implemented at KIST.
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IB Assessment Philosophy

Given that the IB Diploma is a challenging programme of education it is highly regarded as

preparing students very well for university work. The nature of its assessment philosophy also
supports this reputation. The grading system is criterion based:
measured against well-defined levels of achievement consistent from one examination session

to the next. Grades reflect attainment of knowledge and skills relative to set standards that are

applied equally to all schools. Top grades are not, for example, awarded to a certain percentage

of st u dakdityt reliabiliti avid fairness are the watchwordsof t he Di pl oma Pr ogr a
assessment strategyo. (I BO 2009)

IB Internal and External Assessment Policy

Internal

In nearly all subjects at least some of the assessment is carried out internally by teachers, who

mark individual pieces of work produced as part of a course of study. A variety of assessment

strategies are used which vary from subject to subject. Examples include oral exercises in

language subjects, projects, student portfolios, class presentations, practical laboratory work,

mathematical investigations and artistic performances. Samples of these internal assessments

(I Abs) are sent t candgrofessionaleimticediald intapother paet ofshe IB

world for moderation. This ensures consistency across all schools. At the start of every year for

Grade 12, aninternalc al endar of deadlines is established so
spread throughout the demanding second year of the IB Diploma.

External

Some assessment tasks are conducted and overseen by teachers without the restrictions of
examination conditions, but are then marked externally by examiners. Examples of these
include world literature assignments for language A1, written tasks for language A2, essays for
Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essays.

The majorityof a studentdés grade is attained in examinat
the two year course. This can be anywhere between 50% and 75% for most subjects. This is

because of the greater degree of objectivity and reliability provided by a standard examination

environment. All examinations are marked externally by experienced teachers and professionals

in the field and are then moderated by Senior and Chief Examiners. These checks and balances

allow an international standard to be achieved andupheld. Li ke | A6s, there can be
guestions within the exams and some subjects because of their nature have a practical

examination. For example, in Visual Arts, students create an exhibition which an experienced

Art teacher from another school comestoa s s es s . &ditedl tqiupelset icomttsee appear
examinations of only one subject group.
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Assessing student achievement in the IB Diploma

Students receive a mark from 1 to 7 in each of their six subjects plus up to 3 bonus points for
TOK/EE. This makes a maximum mark of 45. They must also complete 150 hours of CAS to be
awarded their IB Diploma irrelevant of their score out of 45. On the next page are the general
descriptors for the criteria 1 through 7 and the TOK/EE bonus points matrix.

IB Diploma General Assessment Criteria Descriptors

7 Excellent Performance

6 Very Good Performance
5 Good Performance

4 Satisfactory Performance
3 Mediocre Performance

2 Poor Performance

1 Very Poor Performance

Interpreting the overall bonus points for TOK and EE

The Diploma Points matrix

Theory of knowledge
Excellent Good Satisfactory | Mediocre | Elementary Mat
A B C D E submitted
Excellent
A 3 3 Fl 2 1 N
Good
1 1 N
B 3 2 1
;_: Satisfactory 5 i ’ b o H
= c
S| Mediocre
E D 2 1 0 i i N
Elementary ; 0 0 0 Failing "
E condition
Kot
N N H N N N
submitted

TOK is assessed A to E as is the Extended Essay. The grades for these subjects are put
together using the Diploma Points Matrix above.
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Conditions for the Award of the IB Diploma

Below is an important table for students and families regarding what it is hecessary to achieve

to ensure the award of an IB Diploma. Using the general descriptors above and multiplying them
by a factor of 6, it is valid to state that any score over 40 is an excellent IB Diploma, over 36

very good and 30 or above good. A score of 24 is the minimum total for which an IB Diploma will
be awarded. Worth mentioning here is that students must also attain 12 points or more in their
HL subjects. This emphasizes the importance of choosingthecor r ect HLG6s at t
Programme. Different countries place the IB Diploma against their national curriculums in
different ways. Reference will be made to this in the later section on Universities and their
recognition of the IB Diploma.

24-27 points

Grades in all 6 subjects

CAS Requirements met

Completion of EE and TOK with at least a D in both of them

Al | awarded mar ks are (

Al l HL mar ks ﬁ Max of one 2 in HL marks
Max of one 2 in SL marks Max of two 2s in SL marks

Nomorethan t hree marks O 3

At least 12 points from HL At least 11 points from HL
At least 9 points from SL At least 8 points from SL

Not guilty of malpractice

This table can take a few moments to understand. Please use it in conjunction with the example
that appears on the following page.
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Example Diploma Scores

Complete Diploma Requirements

Student A

Higher Level
Standard Level
TOK/EE

= 40 points: an excellent IB Diploma

RS2
o~

N O N

Student B

Higher Level
Standard Level
TOK/EE

= 30 points: a good IB Diploma

oo

Ll = 6]
H O

Student C

Higher Level
Standard Level
TOK/EE

= 24 points: a pass with 12 at HL

A

oA W
AW

Incomplete Diploma Requirements

Student X

Higher Level
Standard Level
TOK/EE

= 27 points: a grade 2 at HL

LN
[e) )]

o wwu

Student Y

Higher Level
Standard Level
TOK/EE

= 24 points: more than one 2 at SL

NEY

oN o
w o

Student Z

Higher Level
Standard Level
TOK/EE

= 26 points: more tlhan

w w

W~
w o
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KIST DP Assessment Practice

Internal Reporting

Although the IB Diploma is ultimately an externally assessed curriculum, students will be issued
with a number of KIST Internal School Reports during Grades 11 and 12.

Reporting Timelines

Students will receive reports in Grade 11 at the end of term 1 in December and at the end of the
year in June. In Grade 12 students receive reports at the end of term 1 and at the end of term 2.
It is different in Grade 12 because in April students are completing Mock Examinations and
undertaking final review in classes for the IB Diploma Finals in May. Once the IB Diploma Finals
are over Grade 12 students do not return to regular classes at school.

Reporting Format

Each report that a student receives is a detailed one. The first page is a template of all the major

summative assignments taken in the reporting period and the overall DP grade of 1 to 7

matched to the course objectives the summative assignment was addressing. The second page

entails detailed teacher comments, linked to the major summative assignments listed previously

and also a studentdos overall attributes for | earn
list of all major summative assignments completed in the reporting period. There is a template

that follows this structure for all subjects and also a summary sheet that goes on the front of the

report. The summary sheet shows the overall level of achievement for the student in the

reporting period from 1 being very poor up to 7 being excellent. Teachers will generate this

overall grade from the studentds performance in m
average of the grades awarded for individual summative assessment tasks but according to IB

Assessment Philosophy it should also reflect the most recent achievement levels of the students.

The reports are usually sent home with students on the last day of the term and parents can

provide feedback at the start of the next term.

Predicted Grades

KIST must produce predicted grades for DP students as requested by universities at any time

and by the IBO in April of Grade 12. It is important to state that predicted grades in themselves

are exactly that and are not a formal indicator of performance produced by the school. To
determine a predicted eyadackievemantis & sulgeet is takes fromv er a | |
the most recent report unless that has clearly changed in the intervening time between reports.

Internal Requirements for Graduation

To graduate from KIST students must have completed all course components in Grade 11 and
12. This includes CAS. In recognition of positive attitude and achievement, students who
maintain a total DP points score of over 30 (hot including TOK/EE) throughout their KIST
internal reports will graduate from the school with Honours. The official IB Diploma results are
released every year on the 6" July. Students will have the electronic information to access their
results on-line.
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information on the subjects that will be offered at KIST for the
2009-2011 Diploma. It should assist students and families in
deciding the right subject choices for them. Any questions relating
to particular subjects can be directed towards the teacher listed.
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Group 17 First Language

Subject: English A1 SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject:

The aims of the Language Al programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are to:

1 encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the techniques
involved in literary criticism

develop the students powers of expression

introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts
broaden the students perspective through the study of works from other cultures and languages
introduce students to ways of approaching and studying literature

promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature

= = =4 =4 -9

Which students should take this subject?

All students take this subject. This course involves then interpretation of ideas expressed through a
variety of texts and the Higher Level course would be particularly interesting for students who would like
to further pursue this world of ideas opened up through reading and viewing texts.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?

The main difference between HL and SL is that the number of texts studied is different (HL-15/SL T 11)
HL students are also expected to be able to provide more detail in their analysis of the text and to be
persuasive.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:
During the course students will develop: T 1984 by George Orwell
1 an ability to engage in independent literary criticism T~ Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
 acommand of the language appropriate for the study of | T Selected poetry by Sylvia Plath
literature 1  Three Sisters by Anton Chekov
s 1 The Stranger by Albert Camus
1 athorough knowledge both of the individual works S : ,
. . . 1  Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel Garcia
studied and of the relationships between groups of works Marquez
studied o _ 1 Deep River by Shusaku Endo
9 an appreciation of the similarities and differences 1  Othello & Macbeth by William
between literary works from different ages and/or cultures Shakespeare
1 an ability to engage in independent textual commentary . Games at Twilight by Anita Desai
on both familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing 1 Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
f awide-ranging appreciation of structure, technique and T The Importance of Being Earnest by
style as employed by authors, and of their effects on the Oscar Wilde _
reader 1 Mrs.Warren6 s Pr o byeGemge o n
1 an ability to structure ideas and arguments in a logical Bernard Shaw
ity . 9 gical, 9  Travelling North by David Thunderstorm
sustained and persuasive way, and to support them with by Tsao Yu
precise and relevant examples.

Assessment Information:

Students are required to complete oral and written commentaries on familiar as well as unfamiliar texts. A
combination of comparative and creative assignments also forms part of the assessment.

Teacher Contact: Damian Rentoule: v.principal @kist.ed.ip
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Group 2 - Self-Taught Language (could be done in place of Japanese)

Subject: Self-Taught Language SL

What is the focus of this subject:

Similar to English Al, a self-taught language Al SL course is one that is focused on literature
within that language. It is designed as a course that students may choose if taught language
courses offered by the school are not entirely appropriate.

Which students should take this subject?

This option is primarily designed for students to be able to study literature in their mother tongue
language. It should be seen mainly as an alternative to taking Japanese in Group 2 so that
students would study literature from two languages.

A self-taught option requires very good work and study habits on behalf of the student. The
majority of the scheduled class time a student would be working independently. Depending on
the language being studied, the student would work under the guidance of the IB Diploma
Coordinator or assigned language teacher. If it is appropriate, it is possible to assign a student a
mentor outside of school who is fluent in the language under study and would be able to monitor
and administer the requirements of the curriculum.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this
subject?

This course is only offered by the IB as an SL Option.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:

The overall course objectives for the Self- Students will study eleven different works of
taught Language course are the same as they | |iterature throughout the course to be agreed
are for the taught English A1 SL course. on between the student and the adult assigned

to support their studies. The IB publishes lists
of texts from which to choose from for many
subjects.

Assessment Information:

Same as any other Language Al SL: Written examination of two papers worth 50%, two orals
worth 30% and one assignment done in class but assessed by an external examiner worth 20%.

Teacher Contact: Any student and their family interested in taking up this option needs
to arrange a time with the DP Coordinator in May to discuss how it would be organized.

Mark Cowe: dp_co@Kkist.ed.ip
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Group 21 Second Langquage

Subject: Japanese A2 SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject:
The aims of the Japanese A2 course at HL and SL are to:

1 enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of

purposes

1 encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different

perspectives of people from other cultures

=A =8 =4 =4

develop studentséawareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge

provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual simulation through knowledge of a language
provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language

develop studentsbawareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar.

Which students should take this subject?

The Japanese A2 course is designed for native/first language speakers of Japanese with an already high level of
competence in the language. This course is based firmly on the study of both language and literature.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?

1 Both at HL and SL courses, language, texts and culture are explored through the framework of cultural and literary
options. At higher level students study four options: at least one must be literary, and at least one cultural. One of
the cultural options chosen must be either language and culture, or media and culture.

1 Atstandard level, language, students study three options: at least one must be literary, and at least one cultural.
One of the cultural options chosen must be either language and culture, or media and culture.

9 As aresult, the main difference is the number of options.

SL and HL are quite similar.

Main Course Objectives:

Having followed the Japanese A2 course at HL or SL,
students will be able to:

J1. communicate clearly, fluently and effectively in a wide
range of situations

J2. understand and use accurately the oral written forms of
the language, in a range of styles and situations

J3. understand and use a broad range of vocabulary and
idiom

J4. select a register and style that are generally appropriate
to the situation

J5. express ideas with clarity and fluency

J6. structure arguments in a focused and coherent way,
and support the with relevant example examples

J7. understand and make use of moderately complex
written and spoken texts

J8. engage in critical examination of a wide range of texts
in different forms, styles and registers

J9 appreciate some subtleties of technique and style
employed by writers and speakers of the language

J10 show sensitivity to the culture(s) related to the
language studied

Main Units/Topics:

UNIT 17 Language and Culture

Possible Topics: biculturalism, bilingualism, social class,
ethnicity, gender, history of language/culture, identity and
allegiance, linguistic imperialism, linguistic minorities,
nationalism,

UNIT 27 Media and Culture

Possible Topics: advertising, bias, censorship, film, the Internet,
media and government, national security, news and public
opinion, popular novels, the press, propaganda, radio and
television, sensationalism, stereotypes, tabloid newspapers

UNIT 317 Global Issues

Possible topics: drugs, the environment, famine, health
issues, human rights, prejudice, racism, multinational
companies, poverty, resource management,

UNIT 41 Library Options
HL & SL: Kokoro( 6’

Y, Tugumi(—- " <’
Kotobato Bunka(

), Rashoumon(
), Nihongo to Gaikokugo,
), Kotobato Bunka(

oy

HL: _Yumejuya , ,
Sanshoudaiyu( ), Kozou no Kamisama(

S , = )

Assessment Information:

Assessment and evaluation may include, but not limited to: oral presentation, IB style examination questions, oral
interaction, quizzes and tests, critical analyses, discussion and debate, essays, reading comprehension, film analysis,

Literature and novels appreciation

Teacher Contact: Etsuo Kamo: kamo@ZKkist.ed.jp
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Group 21 Second Langquage

Subject:  Japanese B SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject: The aims of the Japanese course at SL and HL are to:

1 give the students the opportunity to reach a higher degree of competence in a language

1 encourage the students to acquire a language system and apply it in four active and interrelated ways: through
listening, speaking, reading and writing

T enable the students to édawtnexchange idéas antl @mmuoitate effectivelginane o
number of situations and within the culture(s) where the language is spoken.

9 explore the culture(s) using the language and promote awareness of social, culture and ethical factors

i enhance the students to use the language to the domains of work, social relationships, and the discussion of abstract
ideas

1 enable the students to develop the capacity to think critically about individual and organizational behaviors and
acquire the knowledge to solve the local, regional and global problems

Which students should take this subject?

Language B is a foreign language learning course designed for students with some previous experience of the language.
This is not an appropriate course for native/first language speakers of Japanese.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?

Although the nature of the language B is the same for both higher and standard level, the two levels differ in the number
of types of texts that students are expected to write and, more generally, in the depth and breadth of the language used.
At higher level, students need to understand the use of rhetorical techniques, cohesive devices structure and
conversational form. Text may usually, but not exclusively, be called fiterarya Higher level candidates understand and
analyze moderately complex written and spoken material with a wide range of vocabulary, forms, styles and registers.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:
Having followed the Japanese B course at HL or SL, Unit 1 - Volunteer Activities in the Community
students will be able to: Have you ever joined any volunteer activities? What kind of

volunteer activities?

J1. communicate clearly and effectively in a wide range of | Unit 27 Environment _ _
situations . Whatisfi e nv i r @ Whaéanetthie major environmental

J2. understand and use accurately oral and written forms | concems in Japan? What are environmental problems?
of the language that are essential for effective Unit 37 Cultures
communication in a range of styles and situations What is your culture? How can we respect other cultures

¢ lary | in today® world? . How can we compare Japanese with
J3. understand and use a range of vocabulary in common | yher janguages and cultures in an historical perspective?

usage Unit 47 Modern Japanese Novels

J4. select a register that is generally appropriate to the Have you ever read any modern Japanese novels? What
situation did you read?

J5. express ideas with general clarity and some fluency Unit 5: Controversial Issues in our Society

Which social issues are you interested in? Can you find
factual data or evidence to clearly support your argument?
Unit 67 Organic Products

J6. structure arguments in a generally clear, coherent and
convincing way

J7. understand and respond appropriately to written and How do you know it is an organic product? What are the
spoken material of average difficulty J8. | benefits and disadvantage of organic products? ~ How will
assess subtleties of the language in a wide range of forms, | organic products impact on the environment?

styles and registers J9. show | Unit 7- Recycling

an awareness of, and sensitivity to, some elements of the How do you try recycling at home & at school? How can

recyclable materials originate from a wide range of sources

culture(s) related to the language studied inciuding the home and industry?

Assessment Information: Assessment and evaluation may include, but is not limited to: oral presentation, IB style
examination questions, oral interaction, quizzes and tests, critical analyses, discussion and debate, essays, reading
comprehension, film analysis.

Teacher Contact: Kiyomi Kanazawa: k_kanazawa@Kkist.ed.jp
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Group 21 Second Language

Subject: Japanese Ab Initio SL

What is the focus of this subject: The acquisition of Japanese required for everyday social interaction.
The course aims to develop a basic awareness of Japanese culture and communicative competence in a

variety of everyday situations.

Which students should take this subject? Students with little to no previous knowledge of Japanese.
Please contact the teacher if you are uncertain about which level is best for you.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?

Japanese Ab Initio is only offered at SL

Main Course Objectives: Students will be able to
read and write about the following topics in
hiragana, katakana, and 160 kanji. They will also
be able to speak about the topics for daily
communication with Japanese speakers.

1.The individual The self and others, the home

2. Education and work: School, future plans

3.Town and Services: Shopping, Public services
and communication

4.Food and Drink: Shopping, Eating out, Food

5.Leisure and Travel: Hobbies and free time,
Holidays and travel, Local geography,
Accommodation

6.The Environment:. Weather, Physical
geography/the world, Environmental concerns

7. Health and Emergencies: Physical health,
Emergencies

Main Units/Topics: The following topics will be
covered in seven units throughout the two year
course.

1. Personal identification, family, relationships,
appearance (physical description, clothes, colors),
character, daily routine, time.

2. Types of schools, teachers, students, staff. The
classroom, academic subjects, extra-curricular activities.
Post secondary education, careers, and part time jobs.

3. Types of shops, purchases, payment, public
transportation, banks, post office, telephone, e-mail.

4. Food stores, food names, types of restaurants,
reservations, menus, orders recipes, preferences,
quantity and weight

5. The media, sports, entertainment. Places, location,
directions, means of transportation, types of destinations,
hotel and tour bookings and holiday inquiries.

6. Current weather conditions, forecast, climate, seasons
and seasonal events. Countries and continents, ecology
and world issues.

7. Fitness and good health, injury, parts of the body.
Medical appointments, medications and prescriptions.
Theft and accidents. How to call for help, public sighs

Assessment Information: Assessment and evaluation may include, but is not limited to oral and written
quizzes and tests, role plays and skits, short presentations, interactive oral activities outside of the class
with local people, short and long writing assignments on topics from the syllabus, and IB style exam
guestions. Students will have weekly quizzes on kanji characters to insure they are not forgotten.

Teacher Contact: Stacey Isomura: s_isomura@kist.ed.jp
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Group 31 Individuals and Societies

Subject: Business and Management SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject:
The aims of the business and management course at HL and SL are to:

promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives

encourage a holistic view of the world of business

enable the student to develop the capacity to think critically about individual and organizational behaviour
enhance the student's ability to make informed business decisions

enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local, regional and global context
promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of organizations and individuals in those
organizations

9 appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses operating in international markets.
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Which students should take this subject?
Students who might be interested in pursuing studies in Business at the post-secondary level, although the course is not a
prerequisite for business-related post-secondary programmes.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?
1 There is one additional assessment objective at HL.

9 Interms of material covered, there are seven topics out of a total of forty that are covered only at HL. This leaves 33
core HL/SL topics. There are also some brief HL Extension topics built into twenty-four of the forty topics.

9 As aresult, the main difference is one of content and not of concepts/skills covered. SL and HL are quite similar.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:

Having followed the business and management course at UNIT 1 - BUSINESS ORGANIZATION & ENVIRONMENT

HL or SL, students will be able to: 1.1 - Nature of Business Activity, 1.2 - Types of Organization, 1.3 -
Organizational Objectives, 1.4 71 Stakeholders, 1.5 - External
BM-01. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of Environment, 1.6 - Organizational Planning Tools, 1.7 - Growth

and Evolution, 1.8 - Change and the Management of Change, 1.9

business terminology, concepts, principles and theories ~ Globalization

BM-02. make business decisions by identifying the
issue(s), selecting and interpreting data, applying
appropriate tools and techniques, and recommending
suitable solutions

UNIT 2 - HUMAN RESOURCES
2.1 - Human Resource Planning, 2.2 - Organizational Structure,
2.3 - Communication, 2.4 - Leadership and Management, 2.5 -

BM-03. analyse and evaluate business decisions using a Motivation, 2.6 - Organizational and Corporate Culture, 2.7 -
variety of sources Employer and Employee Relations, 2.8 - Crisis Management and
BM-04. evaluate business strategies and/or practices Contingency Planning,

showing evidence of critical thinking
BM-05. apply skills and knowledge learned in the subjectto | UNIT 3 - ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE

hypothetical and real business situations 3.1 - Sources of Finance, 3.2 - Investment Appraisal, 3.3 -
BM-06. communicate business ideas and information Working Capital, 3.4 7 Budgeting, 3.5 - Final Accounts, 3.6 - Ratio
effectively and accurately using appropriate formats and Analysis

tools.

UNIT 417 MARKETING

4.1 - The Role of Marketing, 4.2 - Marketing Planning, 4.3 1
Product, 4.41 Price, 4.51 Promotion, 4.6 1 Place, 4.7 -
International Marketing, 4.8 - E-Commerce

In addition to the above, students at HL will be expected to:

BM-07. synthesize knowledge in order to develop a

framework for business decision-making. UNIT 5 - OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT

5.1 - Production Methods, 5.2 - Cost and Revenues, 5.3 - Break-
even Analysis, 5.4 - Quality Assurance, 5.5 - Location, 5.6 -
Innovation, 5.7 - Production Planning, 5.8 - Project Management

Assessment Information:
Assessment and evaluation in may include, but is not limited to: case studies, IB style examination questions, quizzes and
tests, critical analyses, discussion and debate, presentations and seminars, essays, wiki entries, film analysis.

Teacher Contact: Michael Bates: m_bates@Zkist.ed.jp
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Group 37 Individuals and Societies

Subject: History SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject: The History course at KIST involves students developing an
understanding of International Relations in the first half of the 20" Century with Europe as a focus.
Students also develop skills of historical source evaluation and of creating extended analytical arguments
leading to a historical judgment.

Which students should take this subject?
Students who have an interest in finding out about the past. Also, students who are thinking of any sort of

course at university or college with a significant literacy focus would also find it useful to do History as it
builds skills of extended analytical writing. Law and Journalism graduates for example will often have
studied History at High School.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject? The
main difference between HL and SL is one of content, rather than skills or ability. All HL and SL students
complete a source evaluation examination and all students complete an essay paper. HL students study
more topics and complete an extra essay examination.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:

In addition to the six subject objectives which are In general the DP History Course for both SL and
common to all Humanities subjects, History has HL at KIST is focused on 20" Century World

four separate and distinct objectives that aim to: History with an emphasis on Europe and usually

covering the following topics:
1 promote an understanding of history as

a discipline, including the nature and U The causes, course and consequences
diversity of its sources, methods and of the First World War
interpretations U International Relations between the

1 encourage an understanding of the First and Second World Wars (Source
present through critical reflection upon Evaluation Paper)
the past . i Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy

T encourage an understanding of the il The causes, course and consequences
impact of hls.torlcal deyelopmgnts at of the Second World War
national, regional and international

i Historical Investigation (Worth 20-25%

levels of the overall External Grade)

T devel op an awareness
historical identity through the study of
the historical experiences of different

cultures. HL Students may study some of the above in more

depth or complete a separate unit.

Assessment Information: Throughout the course formative assessment is based on quizzes, note
taking exercises, short written exercises and oral presentations. Summative assessments are IB Diploma
style examination questions assessing skills of historical knowledge and understanding, source
evaluation and historical analysis.

Teacher Contact: Michael Wagner: m_wagner@kist.ed.jp
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Group 41 Experimental Sciences

Subject: Biology SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject: The aims of the Biology course at HL and SL are to:

1  provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and
challenge students
provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology
enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science
and technology
develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information
engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during
scientific activities
1 develop experimental and investigative scientific skills
T develop and apply the studentsd information and c
1 raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of using science and
technology
develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science and scientists
encourage an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and the overarching nature of
the scientific method.
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Which students should take this subject?
Students who have an interest in the natural sciences or Medicine, or who wish to pursue any science discipline in
general at the post-secondary level.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?
Subjects at HL are studied in greater depth and breadth than at SL. There are five additional HL topics covered in the
course.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:

It is the intention of all the Diploma Programme Core
experimental science courses that students achieve the

following objectives. Topic 1: Statistical analysis

Topic 2: Cells
1 Demonstrate an understanding of:
1 scientific facts and concepts Topic 3: The chemistry of life
1 sc!ent!f!c methods and techniques Topic 4: Genetics
1 scientific terminology
1 methods of presenting scientific information. Topic 5: Ecology and evolution
1 Apply and use:
scientific facts and concepts Topic 6: Human health and physiology
1 scientific methods and techniques
S . : . HL
1 scientific terminology to communicate effectively
1 appropriate methods to present scientific Topic 7: Nucleic acids and proteins
information.
1 Construct, analyse and evaluate: Topic 8: Cell respiration and
f  hypotheses, research questions and predictions | photosynthesis
1 scientific methods and techniques Ca .
1 scientific explanations. Topic 9: Plant science
1 Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation, | Topic 10: Genetics
perseverance and responsibility appropriate for
effective scientific investigation and problem Topic 11: Human health and physiology
solving.

1 Demonstrate the manipulative skills necessary
to carry out scientific

Assessment Information:

Assessment may include tests based upon IBO style examination questions (multiple choice, extended response,
structured data analysis), laboratory investigations (design, presenting and processing data, conclusion and analysis
of data, evaluation of experimental efforts, personal and manipulative skills)

Teacher Contact: John Fortin: J_fortin@Kkist.ed.jp
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Group 4: Experimental Sciences

Subject: Physics SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject:
provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and challenge

1
1
il
il
1

il
1

students

provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology
enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and

technology

develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information
engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during

scientific activities

develop experimental and investigative scientific skills
nf ormation

developandapplythe st udentso6 i

and communi cati on

Which students should take this subject? Students with a strong background in mathematics and a keen
interest in physics and physical phenomena. Students with a technology and engineering interest should also
consider physics.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?In terms
of material covered, there are seven topics out of a total of forty that are covered only at HL. This leaves 33 core
HL/SL topics. There are also some brief HL Extension topics built into twenty-four of the forty topics. As a result, the
main difference is one of content and not of concepts/skills covered. SL and HL are quite similar.

Main Course Objectives:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of:
a. scientific facts and concepts
b. scientific methods and techniques
c. scientific terminology
d. methods of presenting scientific
information.

2. Apply and use:

a. scientific facts and concepts

b. scientific methods and techniques

c. scientific terminology to communicate
effectively

d. appropriate methods to present
scientific information.

3. Construct, analyse and evaluate:

a. hypotheses, research questions and
predictions

b. scientific methods and techniques

c. scientific explanations.

4. Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation,
perseverance and responsibility appropriate for
effective scientific investigation and problem
solving.

5. Demonstrate the manipulative skills necessary
to carry out scientific investigations with
precision and safety.

Main Units/Topics:

SL and HL:

Physics and Physical Measurement.
Kinematics

Thermal Physics

Oscillations and Waves

Electric currents

Fields and forces

Atomic and nuclear physics

Energy, power and climate change

ONOOA~WNE

HL:
9. Motion in fields
10. Thermodynamics
11. Wave Phenomena (SL Option A)
12. Electromagnetic induction
13. Quantum and nuclear physics (SL Option B)
14. Digital technology (SL Option C)

Options (2 selected for the class):

Relativity and Particle Physics (SL only)
Astrophysics (HL and SL)
Communications (HL and SL)
Electromagnetic Waves (HL and SL)
Relativity (HL only)

Medical Physics (HL only)

Particle Physics (HL only)

STIemMmo

Assessment Information: Assessment and evaluation in may include, but is not limited to: experimental
investigations and reports (internal assessment), past exam topic tests and external examinations.

Teacher Contact: Damien Igoe: d_igoe@kist.ed.jp
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Group 41 Experimental Science

Subject: Chemistry SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject: The aims of the Chemistry course at HL and SL are to:
1  provide opportunities for scientific study ,creativity, methods and techniques that characterize science and
technology
1 develop and apply experimental and investigative skills, information and communication technology skills in
the study of science and appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science and
scientists

Which students should take this subject?
Students who have an interest in Chemistry, Engineering, Medicine, or who wish to pursue any science discipline in
general at the post-secondary level.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?
The difference between HL and SL in Chemistry is that of content. Subjects at HL are studied in greater depth and
breadth than at SL.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:
Core Teaching
1. Demonstrate an understanding of: hours
a. scientific facts and concepts 80
b. scientific methods and techniques Topic 1: Quantitative chemistry 12.5
c. scientific terminology Topic 2: Atomic structure 4
d. methods of presenting scientific Topic 3: Periodicity 6
information. Topic 4: Bonding 125
2. Apply and use: Topic 5: Energetics 8
a. scientific facts and concepts Topic 6: Kinetics 5
b. scientific methods and techniques Topic 7: Equilibrium 5
c. scientific terminology to communicate Topic 8: Acids and bases 6
effectively Topic 9: Oxidation and reduction 7
d. appropriate methods to present Topic 10: Organic chemistry 12
scientific information. Topic 11: Measurement and 2
3. Construct, analyse and evaluate: data processing
a. hypotheses, research questions and AHL 55
predictions Topic 12: Atomic structure 3
b. scientific methods and techniques Topic 13: Periodicity 4
c. scientific explanations. Topic 14: Bonding 5
4. Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation, | Topic 15: Energetics 8
perseverance and responsibility appropriate for | Topic 16: Kinetics 6
effective scientific investigation and problem Topic 17: Equilibrium 4
solving. Topic 18: Acids and bases 10
5. Demonstrate the manipulative skills necessary Topic 19: Oxidation and reduction 5
to carry out scientific investigations with Topic 20: Organic chemistry 10
precision and safety. Options
Options SL and HL
Option: Human biochemistry 15/22
Option: Medicines and drugs 15/22

Assessment Information:

Assessment may include tests based upon IBO style examination questions (multiple choice, extended response,
structured data analysis), laboratory investigations (design, presenting and processing data, conclusion and analysis

of data, evaluation of experimental efforts, personal and manipulative skills)

Teacher Contact: Glen Johnston: g johnston@kist.ed.ip
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Group 51 Mathematical Studies SL

Subject: Mathematical Studies SL

What is the focus of this subject:

This is the most accessible of the Mathematics options and is designed for students of varying
Mathematical abilities and backgrounds to build confidence and encourage an appreciation of
Mathematics.

Which students should take this subject?

Students who require a basic and fundamental understanding of Mathematical skills but who do
not anticipate a need for Mathematics in their future academic studies.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this
subject?

Mathematical Studies is only offered at SL.

Main Course Objectives: Students must be Main Units/Topics:

able to:
T Introduction to the Graphic Display
Aread, interpret and solve a given problem using Calculator
appropriate mathematical terms

organi ze and present i
tabular, graphical and/or diagrammatic forms

know and atesnetatianmpdr o p r i
terminology
A formulate a mathemati g
communicate it clearly
A select and use appropr
strategies and techniques
A demonstrate an under st
significance and the reasonableness of results
A rogmize@atterns and structures in a variety of
situations, and make generalizations
A recognize and demonstr
the practical applications of mathematics q
A use appropriate technaqg
mathematical tools
A demonst r astamlingrohanditimed e

appropriate use of mathematical modeling.

Number and Algebra

Sets, logic and probability
Functions

Geometry and Trigonometry

Statistics

= =_ =4 =4 =4 =

Introductory differential calculus
Financial Mathematics

During the course it may also be necessary to
review some presumed knowledge.

Assessment Information:
Assessment and evaluation include investigation and modeling tasks, unit quizzes and

examination type questions.

Teacher Contact:
Desiree Brown Quilty: d_brownquilty@kist.ed.jp,

Brian Doyle: b_doyle@kist.ed.jp
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Group 571 Mathematics SL

Subject: Mathematical SL

What is the focus of this subject:

Although a SL option, this course is designed for students with a solid knowledge of basic

mathematical concepts and skills.

Which students should take this subject?

Students who enjoy Mathematics and expect to need a sound Mathematical knowledge in
preparation for university courses in future studies such as Science, Economics, Psychology

and Business Administration.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this

subject?

This is the SL option. Unlike other subjects the SL and HL students would usually be in separate
classes. The HL goes into topics in more detail with more instructional time allotted.

Main Course Objectives: Students must be
able to:

Aread, interpret and solve a given problem using
appropriate mathematical terms

A organize and present i
tabular, graphical and/or diagrammatic forms

A know and use appropri g
terminology
A formulate a mathemati g

communicate it clearly

A select and
strategies and techniques
A demonstrate an under st
significance and the reasonableness of results
A recognize patterns
situations, and make generalizations

A recognize and de mongsftr
the practical applications of mathematics
A use appropriate
mathematical tools

A demonstrate an under st

appropriate use of mathematical modeling

u shematicaglpr opr

an

technag

Main Units/Topics:
1 Algebra

1 Functions and Equations

9 Circular Functions and Trigonometry
1 Matrices

f Vectors

i Statistics and probability

1 Calculus

During the course it may also be necessary to
review some presumed knowledge.

Assessment Information: Assessment and evaluation include investigation and modeling

tasks, unit tests and examination type questions.

Teacher contact: Brian Doyle: b_doyle@kist.ed.jp
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Group 5: Mathematics HL

Subject: Mathematics HL

What is the focus of this subject:

This course is a demanding one, which requires students to study a broad range of
mathematical topics through a number of different approaches and to varying degrees of depth.

Which students should take this subject?

The course caters for students with a good background in Mathematics who are competent in a
range of analytical and technical skills. The majority of students will be expecting to include
Mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as subject in its own right
or within other courses. Students opting for HL should really enjoy learning about Mathematics.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this
subject?

U some areas are covered in more depth
U there is additional advanced level option to be covered
U there are three papers instead of two

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:

1 read, interpret and solve a given problem
using appropriate mathematical terms

I organize and present information and data
in tabular, graphical and or/diagrammatic
forms

1 know and use appropriate notation and
terminology

I formulate a mathematical argument and
communicate it clearly

91 select and use appropriate mathematical
strategies and techniques

1 demonstrate an understanding of both the
significance and the reasonableness of
results

I recognize patterns and structures in a
variety of situations , and make
generalizations

1 use appropriate technological devices as During the course it may also be necessary to

mathematical tools _ review some presumed knowledge.
1 demonstrate and understanding of and the

appropriate use of mathematical modeling

Algebra
Functions and Equations

Circular functions and trigonometry

1

1

1

1 Matrices
f Vectors

9 Statistics and Probability
1 Calculus

1

One HL option topic

Assessment Information:

Assessment and evaluation include investigation and modeling tasks, unit quizzes and
examination type questions.

Teacher Contact: Desiree Brown Quilty: d _browngquilty@kist.ed.jp
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Group 6 Arts and Electives

Subject: Visual Arts SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject:

Visual Arts at KIST is a dual option course focusing on either (Option A) studio materials and techniques linked to
an array of concepts, or (Option B) Art History concentration investigating art theories and practices across
cultures. Option A aims to develop skills in producing creative works of art through investigation, planning,
experimentation, and evaluation. Option B aims to develop a conceptual understanding to the influences,
devel opments, and consequences of artist belturesart wor K

Which students should take this subject? Students interested in the cross-curricular benefits embedded in the
serious study of fine arts, visual literacy, and how the creative arts impact history and society, should look into this
course.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?

The difference between (HL) higher level and (SL) standard level shared by both options in the Visual Arts course
is in quantity of work to be produced. Also there is one additional assessment criteria in both options for higher
level.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:

A Analyses and compares percepti vel | AstheVisual Artscourseisa

considers it thoughtfully for its function and significance. student centered independent
_ De mon st weopreest ofte_mna@prmbrmte range of effective s_kiIIs, study, various themes are

techniques and processes when making and analysing images and artifacts. chosen by the student and

Demonstrates coherent, focused an . -

visual qualities, ideas and their contexts, an appropriate range of different remain the driving context for

approaches towards their study, and some fresh connections between them. which various topics are

A Demonstrates considerabl e depth an|investigated, critically and

development and synthesis of ideas and thoroughly explained connections creatively. Topics are focused

between the work and that of others. . on the art related contexts of

érts Demonstrates effective and accur a society, culture, history and

A Uses an appropriate range of sour individual experiences of the

A Presents the work effectivel yeand|Student

critical observation, reflection and discrimination.

A Presents a close relationship bet

Assessment Information:

Formative assessment is conducted in weekly Investigative Research Workbook reviews with feedback, as
individual consultations on specific projects, and through group critique. Summative assessments are closely
administered in line with the IB Diploma criteria for Visual Arts. The summative assessment is in three parts and
divided between an IBO appointed external examiner and the classroom teacher, please refer to the chart below.

Option A Option B
Investigation -40% Internal assessment Studio- 40% Internal assessment
Studio- 60% External assessment Investigation- 60% External assessment

A There is one additional assessment objective at HL, for both Option A and B.
Interview (performed by an appointed IBO external examiner)
301 40 minutes; at SL it should last for 207 30 minutes

Teacher Contact: Daryl Bates: d_bates@Kkist.ed.jp
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Group 6 Arts and Electives

Subject: Music SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject: Through studying DP Music course, students become aware of how the
musicians work and communicate. The aims of the subject is to enable students to:

1  enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts

1  become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in music

1 understand the dynamics and changing nature of music

1 explore and value the diversity of music across time, place and cultures

1  express ideas with confidence and competence

1 develop perceptual and analytical skills

1 develop studentsd knowl edge an aalpaodcellaboratigely as musi ci a
Which students should take this subject?
The course 6provides all students with the opportunit yalyt
recommended to students who see themselves studying music at university level or would (like to) choose music career in
thefuture. &hi | e pri or music experience is not mandatory at SUL

DP Music Guide, 2007)

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?
Both HL and SL have Musical Investigation i the only equal element.

Both HL and SL have a listening exam (external assessment), however the HL listening exam contains more
questions and HL students are also expected to demonstrate listening skills in response to pieces not
previously studied.

Internal assessment for SL is an option between Creating, Solo Performing or Group Performing; Internal
assessment for HL is a compulsory combination of Creating and Solo Performing with a bigger number of
compositions and performing time. There is no Group performing option for HL students.

Main Course Objectives: Main Units/Topics:
Students will be expected to demonstrate: U Western type music from Medieval to XX
1 knowledge, understanding and perception of . cer?tury. .
music in relation to time, place and culture U Main genres of Western Music.
1 appropriate musical terminology to describe U  Non-western Music (study of Indian Classical
and reflect their critical understanding of music music, Chinese, Japanese, South American,

1 comparative analysis of music in relation to
time, place and cultures (HL students are also
expected to demonstrate this in response to
pieces not previously studied)

9 creative skills through exploration, control and
development of musical elements

1  performance skills through solo music making
(SLS, HL) or group music making (SLG)

9 critical-thinking skills through reflective thought.

African)

Composing process
Theory of Music

Music Technology

Music related professions.

[ R et et S e

Assessment Information:

Summary from Syllabus or Main Assessment Methods Used during the Course

External Assessmnet: Listening Papers and Musical Investigation

Internal Assessment:

SL 1 one of the following: Creating (options: Composing, Music Technology, Arranging, Improvising, Stylistic
Techniques), Solo Performing or Group Performing

HL i Creating and Solo Performing

Teacher Contact: Svetlana Klyuyeva: s_klyuyeva@kist.ed.jp
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Group 61 Arts and Electives

Subject:Psychology SL/HL

What is the focus of this subject:

The aims bthe psychology course at HL and SL are to:

develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied for the benefit of human beings
ensure that ethical practices are upheld in psychological inquiry

develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behaviour
develop an understanding of alternative explanations of behaviour

understand and use diverse methods of psychological inquiry.

Which students should take this subject?
Students who might be interested in pursuing studies in psychology at the post-secondary level, although the course is not a prerequisite for
psychology-related post-secondary programmes.

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this subject?

In terms of material covered, there are two additional topics at HL.

In terms of external assessment, there is one additional paper at HL.

As a result, the main difference is one of content and not of concepts/skills covered. The two are quite similar.

Main Couse Objectives:
Having followed the psychology course at SL or at HL, students will be able to:
¢ @emonstrate knowledge and comprehension of key terms and concepts in psychology
¢ ®emonstrate knowledge and comprehension of psychological research methods
¢ @emonstrate knowledge and comprehension of a range of appropriately identified psychological theories and research studies
¢ ®emonstrate knowledge and comprehension of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural levels of analysis
¢ @emonstrate knowledge and comprehension of one option
at SL or two options at HL
¢ ®emonstrate an ability to use examples of psychological research and psychological concepts to formulate an argument in response
to a specific question
¢ @t HL only analyse qualitative psychological research in terms of methodological, reflexive and ethical issues involved in research
¢ Evaluate psychological theories and empirical studies
¢ @iscuss how biological, cognitive and sociocultural levels of analysis can be used to explain behaviour
¢ Evaluate research methods used to investigate behaviour
¢ @emonstrate the acquisition of knowledge and skills required for experimental design, data
collection and presentation, data analysis and interpretation
¢ @t HL only analyse data using an appropriate inferential statistical test
¢ QVrite an organized response

Main Units/Topics:

BIOLOGICAL LEVEL OF ANALYSIS (HL & S}
At the most basic level of analysis, human beings are biological systems. | QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS (HL)

Our cognitions, emotions and behaviours are products of the anatomy Qualitative research strategies include the use of observations,

and physiology of our nervous and endocrine systems. interviews and case studies, among others. These will often involve
COGNITIVE LEVEL OF ANALYSIS (HL & S} face to face interactions between researcher and participant where
Cognitive psychology represents a vast array of research areas including | the researcher needs to be flexible and sensitive to the needs of the
cognitive psychology, cognitive science, cognitive neuropsychology and | social context within which the data is obtained. The data is

cognitive neuroscience. Topics such as memory, perception, artificial subsequently analysed and interpreted. Generally the aim of qualitative
intelligence, amnesia and social cognition are studied. research is to allow themes, categories or theories to emerge from the
SOCIOCULTURAL LEVEL OF ANALYSIS (HL & S} data, rather than to focus narrowly on preconceived ideas or

I SNBE ¢SQftt SEIFYAYS K2g GKS LINB| hypotheses.
people affect the behaviour and attitudes of another

individual. INTERNAL ASSESSMENT ¢ SIMPLE EXPERIMENTAL STUDY (HL & S}
ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY (Option 1) Students are required to plan and undertake a simple experimental
Abnormal psychology focuses on diagnosing, explaining and treating study and to produce a report of their study. A simple experimental
humans suffering from psychological disorders. study involves the manipulation, by the student, of a single independent
DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY (Option 2 variable and the measurement of the effect of this independent

Developmental psychology is the study of how and why people change variable on a dependent variable, while controlling other variables.
over time in the way they behave, think, and relate to others.

Assessment Information:
Assessment and evaluation in may include, but is not limited to: case studies, IB style examination questions, quigie<Hticaleanalyses,
discus®n and debate, presentations and seminars, essays, wiki entries, film analysis.

Teacher ContactMichael Bates: m_bates@Kist.ed.jp
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The Hexagon Core 2009-2011

Theory of Knowledge 2009-2011
Philosophical Role in the DP Programme

The following comes from the previously referenced IBO PublicationT A The DP Pr ogr amme:
Basis for Practicebo

firhe Theory of Knowledge (TOK) requirement is central to the educational philosophy of the DP

Programme. It offers students and their teachers the opportunity to reflect critically on diverse

ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge, and to consider the role and nature of knowledge

in their own culture, in the cultures of others a
awareness of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become more acquainted with the

complexity of knowledge and to recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly

interconnected but uncertain world.

As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different kinds of knowledge, TOK is composed

al most entirely of questions. The most centr al on
encouraged in students is a foundation for developing international awareness. All subjects

around the hexagon aim to encourage in all students an appreciation and understanding of

cultures and attitudes other than their own, but in this particular respect, TOK has a special role

to play. o

The Traditional TOK Diagram

o o
e o2

Natural Sciences G@

The Arts
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The TOK Course

On the previous page is the TOK diagram that guides schools and teachers in the delivery of
the TOK course. At KIST students begin by reflecting on themselves as a Knower before
moving on to reflecting on the different Ways of Knowing that we use to create our own mental
maps of Knowledge. Ultimately, students will undertake a number of lessons comparing and
contrasting the methodologies of gaining knowledge in the Areas of Knowledge and the
Knowledge Issues that arise from these. By this stage of the course, students should have
developed the ability to link across their own curriculum and reflect on the nature of knowledge
across their range of subjects. Individual teachers may spend more time on some of the
curriculum than others. There are no set requirements in terms of time and coverage.

Assessment in TOK
There are two major pieces of assessment in TOK.
Essay

Students must complete a 1200 to 1600 word essay choosing a question from a list of ten
prescribed titles produced by the IB every year. The questions require students to identify the
Knowledge Issues involved in the question and explore them fully using a variety of their own
carefully and well selected examples. At KIST students should complete an essay in Grade 11
and one in Grade 12. Although the essay may be graded internally, ultimately it is externally
assessed out of 40 and is the major component of assessment in TOK.

Presentation

Towards the end of the course in Grade 12, students need to deliver a TOK Presentation. This
can be done individually or in groups and requires the student(s) to choose a real life
situation/contemporary problem and explore the Knowledge Issues involved. The TOK
Presentations are usually performed in front of an audience to enhance their profile and
students are marked out of 20 by their TOK Teachers on the strength of their Presentation. In
2009, the TOK Presentations took place on the afternoon of Student Led Conference Day and
were attended by Grade 11 students and invited parents.

Structure of Delivery at KIST

TOK is mandatory for every Diploma and Certificate Candidate at KIST. There are two TOK
lessons at KIST and students have the same teacher for the entire year. Occasionally however,
teachers in specialist academic disciplines will deliver guest lessons in their expert Area of
Knowledge or Way of Knowing whilst it is hoped that once or twice a speaker from outside KIST
will come into the school and deliver a presentation on a current Knowledge Issue.
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The Hexagon Core 2009-2011

Extended Essay 2009-2011
Philosophical Role in the DP Programme

The following comes from the previously referenced IBO PublicationT A The DP Pr ogr amme::
Basis for Practicebo

AA required component, the Ext «@irecedgiecEd research,i s an i
culminating in a 4,000 word paper. It is given much importance by students, teachers and

universities, because it provides practical preparation for the kinds of undergraduate research

required at tertiary level. From the choice of a suitable research question, to the final completion

of the EE, students must produce their piece within the constraints of time, essay length and

available resources. This component provides an opportunity to engage in an in-depth study of

a topic of interest within a chosen subject.

Emphasis is placed on the research process, on the appropriate formulation of a research
guestion, on personal engagement in the exploration of the topic, and on communication of
ideas and development of argument. It develops the capacity to analyze, synthesize and
evaluate knowledge, with a personal choice of topic from within any subject area. Students are
supported and encouraged throughout the research process and writing with advice and

gui dance from a supervisorao

Process of Delivery at KIST

All Diploma students at KIST will complete an Extended Essay. There is no scheduled lesson

time for this and students are expected to spend approximately 4 hours with their supervisor

over the course of the EE. The process begins approximately half way through Grade 11 and

students need to have completed their EE by the middle of Grade 12. A precise timeline will be

produced at the start of every EE process. For the graduating class of 2010, the EE process

began in March 2009. Students are also required to make a presentation on the outline of their

Extended Essay to their supervisor, selected students and interested teachers in the summer of

Grade 11. It is expected that students do some work on their EE essays in the summer between

Grade 11 and Grade 12. KIST producesa A KI ST Student Guideewry the EE
new process and it is highly recommended that this publication is shared with parents so that

they get a very good understanding in detail about the Extended Essay. There are also a

number of examples of EE®&s t habriveare available to
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The Hexagon Core 2009-2011

Creativity Action and Service 2009-2011

Philosophical Role in the DP Programme

The following comes from the afore referenced IBO Publicationi i The DP Pr ogr amme:

f or Practicebo

AnCreativity, ActS)igaframmewatk fd expevienti@aldear(ing And reflection
about that learning. This process of application and reflection provides an opportunity to extend
what is learned in the classroom and, in turn, for the CAS experience to have an impact on
classroom learning.

CAS is intended to provide experiences for students to develop self-confidence and empathy,

and a willingness to help others. They may directly confront or indirectly engage in work on

global problems, or work directly with other people at a local level, developing their capacity to
function coll aboratively and effectively with
comes alive in a practical and demonstrable way through CAS, when students are involved in

the community, whether at a local, national or international level.

The three elements of CAS are mutually reinforcing. Together, they enable students to
recognize that there are many opportunities to learn about life, self and others, and to inspire
confidence, determination and commitment. Creative and physical activities are particularly
important for adolescents and they offer many favourable situations for involvement and
enjoyment at a time that is for many young people stressful and uncertain. The service element
of CAS is perhaps the most significant of the three, in terms of the development of respect for
others, and of responsibility and empathy. o

Process of Delivery at KIST

CAS is the 21% Century idealism of the IBO. It is a compulsory curriculum requirement for all
Diploma and Certificate Students. There is a CAS Coordinator at KIST who guides and monitors

ot h

student 6s individual CAS programmes. CAS actiwviti

throughout the two year programme. Although the school will set up occasional CAS activities

and establish links with outside organizations, it is the responsibility of the student to organize

their own CAS programme. Popular activities in the past have been Habitat for Humanity, Model
United Nations, Student Tutoring and team sports! However activities have ranged from bottle

top collecting to on-line letter writing for charities. Students are required to keep a journal of their
CAS activities throughout their two years, reflecting on their actions as they go along. There are

a number of resources for CAS on the student K-Drive. In particular, students should show their
parents the AKI ST Student Guide to CASO which
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The IB Diploma Programme and University Entrance

General

fiThe International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is a challenging two-year curriculum,
primarily aimed at students aged 16 to 19. It leads to a qualification that is widely recognized by
the worl dbés | e awwwibg.orqul8" Marelr2609)t i es . 0

The DP Programme is excellent preparation for any student with an intention of going to

University or College after they have completed the two year course. The aim of these two

pages is to summarize the role of the IB Diploma in the admissions process for various

countries around the world that students may apply to. The IB Diploma is increasingly

recognized by many countries alongside their own national qualifications as sufficient for

entrance to an institution. In other countries, other academic entrance tests are also necessary.

I n these situations however, the | B Diploma adds
and in some countries can qualify students for extra credit before they begin university or further

financial assistance and scholarships.

The first point of information for anybody, parents, students and educators who want to find out
about how an individual university views the IB Diploma, should be the section on the IBO
website dedicated to University Recognition. This page is regularly updated and explains
exactly the place of the IB Diploma in the application process. Each year there can be
developments in how individual countries officially recognize the IB Diploma alongside their own
national educational qualifications. There are also usually links to the relevant home pages of
the university. It is especially valuable for finding out about how many universities will award
extra credit for performance in certain subjects in the IB Diploma. This is the website link:

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/

Japan

In Japan the IB Diploma is recognized as a qualification for university entrance. However,

although the school 6s i nt er nmdybereeqpuzedas hagingd an | B
importance, most Universities will require students to sit a formal university entrance

examination. There is an exception to this general situation. A few universities accept students

in a September enrolment (the Japanese academic year traditionally begins in April) for courses

that are delivered in both English and Japanese and cater towards students who have attended
international schools. For these universities, students do not require to sit a formal university

entrance examination. The school 6s i nternal reports and an | B
on these will be used in the application process. The offer will usually be confirmed upon a
student 6s performance in the final I B Di pl oma Exa
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The United States of America

In the USA the IB Diploma is recognized as a qualification for University entrance. Universities
in the United States wild/l require submission of
Grades 9to 12, and in some cases, a predicted grade for student performance in the 1B
Diploma. The application process however, almost always requires all students, even those
applying from outside the USA, to sit a formal university entrance examination known as the
SAT Reasoning Test. For students wishing to apply to the most selective US colleges and
universities they may also be required to submit the test scores of specific subjects called SAT
Subject Tests. There can be overlap between the IB Diploma and the SAT Subject Tests but in
some areas students may need to do some extra preparation. It should be remembered
however that at most universities, good performance in the IB Diploma rewards the students
with extra credit or further financial assistance. Visit the IBO website for more information
regarding specific universities.

The United Kingdom

In the United Kingdom the IB Diploma is recognized as a qualification for University entrance.

Students apply with their IB Diploma. An IB Diploma predicted grade based upon internal school

reports is used in the application process. Offers made are provisional and are confirmed upon

a studentdés performance in the final | B Di pl oma
They do not need to take a formal university entrance examination.

Canada

In Canada the IB Diploma is recognized as a qualification for University entrance. The process
is very similar to the UK except that Canadian universities may also ask for internal school
reports to be submitted in the application process. Therefore, students do not need to take any
other formal university entrance examination.

Australia

In Australia the IB Diploma is recognized as a qualification for University entrance. The process
is very similar to the UK with the difference that students usually apply after they have
completed their IB Diploma and the results have been issued in the summer of their Graduation
year. The Australian academic year begins in the southern hemisphere autumn following
Graduation.

Other

For universities in all other countries please consult the IBO website for introductory information
and links. Any students and family wanting to start to find out more about the specific university
application process in any one country (s) should contact our Guidance Counselor, Ms. Keiko
Okude. Her e-mail address is k_okude@Kkist.ed.jp
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